Sermon for the 25th Sunday After Trinity
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
TEXT:

THEN if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not. For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.
HOMILY:


Today we experience an event in our Liturgical calendar which does not occur with great regularity. We have a 25th Sunday following Trinity. This occurrence is rare enough that there is not an assigned reading specifically for this date, but we are rather directed to use the readings for the Sixth Sunday following Epiphany when there should be a 25th Sunday.


That is why our readings this morning come from the season of Epiphany rather than Trinity in the Book of Common Prayer.

 
The readings this morning deal with an issue that is of great concern to many people in times of great upheaval and stress: the end of times.


Scriptures tell us about the events to take place when we come to the time of the great tribulations and the end of the world. In those times we will experience great upheavals both in the physical and spiritual worlds. 


Jesus warned us that there would be terrible things happening when we come to those times.


“And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.”


Note how He explained this: there will be terrible things happening, but “see that ye be not troubled.”  We need not fear the events that are happening for two reasons.


First, those things – as bad as they may be – are only things that must happen in God’s own plan. They are not directed at us, nor will they destroy us, if we are faithful. They are only signs of a process that God is accomplishing to destroy evil.


Secondly, as He said, even when we see those things happening, “the end is not yet.”  These are not the signs of the ‘beginning of the end’, but, to paraphrase Sir Winston Churchill, they are rather the signs of the ‘end of the beginning.’


One of the more frightening things that Jesus told His disciples would come to pass was the extent to which the powers of evil would go to try to deceive and lead astray the people of God.


The arising of “false Christs” will occur, he warns. Remember here that Christ is not a name – it is a title. “Christ” is a translation of the Hebrew and Syriac term for “messiah”, which is why Jesus is sometimes and more appropriately referred to as “Jesus the Christ.”


So – “false messiahs” will arise, and will seek and strive to deceive the people of God to follow them rather than the one true Lord. Many of them will have given themselves over to sorcery and to the works of the devil.

They will be “false Christs and false prophets”, Jesus warns, and they may be able to do “great signs and wonders.”


Remember how Jesus mocked those who demanded that He do miracles, rather than believing His word, saying, “Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not believe.” 
 They were too often focused on the reflection of the power of God as seen in the miracle, rather than the power, and Grace, and majesty, and truth of God, which is in the Word.


Remain, then, focused on the Word – which is Jesus.

Do not let the powers of evil “deceive the very elect.” 

Do not be as the child who is amazed by the sleight of hand tricks of the deceiver, and led astray, but be rather focused on the real wonders of the Lord, and remain steady in His paths.


Because then, “if any man shall say to you”, as Jesus puts it, you will not be led astray. You will not be deceived into accepting the false Christs and false prophets.

You will not be brought to despair by the early signs of the end of times, but will rather look for the true coming again of Jesus. 

So – being told not to be deceived by false signs and wonders, by events that do not herald the end, what then should we seek and wait for?

This is what Jesus says: “And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.
” 

We will see Jesus Himself returning to Earth in power and glory to pronounce His judgment. He will return in great glory. He will be preceded by His angels.

Look for Jesus. Look for righteousness. Look for the Glory of God – because it is then that He will be returning.


And finally – when will that occur?


That is not for us to know. Only God knows. As He said, “It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power.”


So we wait, and watch, and pray – and we keep our eyes firmly on the prize. We remain firm in faith that our God watches over us and will keep us always.

Let us pray.

Lord, we live in times of great unrest and turmoil. Yet, we remember Your word, that these things must be and that they do not yet mean the end has come, but rather that Your purpose is being worked out as it must be. Keep us then, in peace and with a firm reliance on You and Your word in all things that we may pass our days in quietness and calm. Of Your mercy we pray. Amen.

Sunday, November 13, 2016

By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

--ooOOoo—

� Matthew 24: 23-24 (KJV)





� Matthew 24: 6-7 (KJV)





� John 4: 48 (KJV)





� Matthew 24: 30-31 (KJV)





� Acts 1: 7 (KJV)





� The Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW, Priest-in-Charge of Holy Angels Anglican Catholic Church, Picayune, Ms.








