Sermon for the Seventeenth Sunday After Trinity
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
TEXT:


I THEREFORE, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one another in love;
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.
HOMILY:


“Walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called…”

I can well imagine many people reading this text and thinking, how best can I do my job?

How can I be worthy of that job that I do – and do it in the very best way that I can so that I bring honor on not only myself, but also on my employer and on the job itself.

This is, I suppose, an honorable thing, and an end to be desired.

We all want to be good at what we do.

We want to earn honor and credit for what we do – and to do that job in the very best way we can. That pursuit almost naturally brings honor not only on us, but on our employer – and on the very work we do.

But by these words Saint Paul meant not our secular, earthly jobs, but rather our greater calling – the following of God and living in His ways.

It is THAT calling that we are called to “walk worthy of.”

Paul was speaking to the church at Ephesus, which had been wracked by arguments and dissent. Those disagreements and arguments, Paul believed, were lessening the effectiveness of the church and limiting its ability to spread the Gospel.
Paul saw himself and the other apostles as being employees, in a sense, of God, called by God’s will to do the work of God. Being called to the great work of being an apostle is the highest of honors, and Paul felt it was needful that others held this work in the same regard.

The apostles, after all, had been given great gifts and abilities so that they would be able to carry on the work. Those gifts had been given them at the Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit descended upon them, granting them the powers of communication, explanation, teaching, guiding and inspiration.

So, as the calling to do the work came from God, and the power to actually DO the work came from God, Saint Paul demanded that the members of the church “walk worthy of the vocation wherewith they were called.”

Such a calling is never easy.

Anyone who has ever had to work as a member of a larger group has encountered the problems inherent in group activities. People have egos, and they have differing ideas on how best to achieve any given goal. 

People in groups are people in conflict.

But the members of the church are, and must be, different.

They are the Saints of God, and Saints of God no longer follow their own wills, egos, and ideas, instead adopting the will and intent of God.

That is what he means when he says they have a vocation to which they have been called.

And so how can they overcome their natural tendencies to argue, compete and disagree?

They must pursue God’s will “with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one another in love,”

In other words, they must seek to see Christ in each other, and act as Christ – as servant to all – and love all the brothers and sisters of the faith. This is, of course, in perfect harmony and accord with the commandment of God that we love one another, loving our neighbors as ourselves.
And while there may sometimes be conflict, disagreement and disharmony amongst us, we are to show forbearance towards each other in love.

Our calling is difficult, but when we consider why we are called to it, it becomes not a burden, but a gift.

For we are, “Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.”
 


We are one together in Jesus. We are of one faith, one Baptism, one Lord. He is in us, and we are, if we are faithful to Him, in Him.

If then, we are one, how could we fail to show love and forbearance towards each other? The pieces of the body do not fight against each other, but rather they support each other.


And so we are being asked to be faithful to who we are – the Children of God. 

Let us pray.

Holy Father, may we be faithful to Your commandments and, in the words of Your blessed Apostle Paul, walk worthy of the vocation wherewith we are called. May we model ourselves on Your blessed Son, our Lord, who taught us to serve each other. This we pray to the furtherance of Your kingdom. Amen.
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