Sermon for the Sixth Sunday after Trinity

By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

TEXT:

Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: but I say unto you, that whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell-fire.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

HOMILY:

How many of you have heard the term, “Moral Relativity”? 


This was the old claim that some sins are worse than others, and that God will simply overlook some things we do because ‘that really wasn’t all that bad.’

In reality, this is simply a form of what the Mental Health field calls denial. Specifically, it is a kind of denial called minimalizing – which involves the claim that whatever I did was not as serious or as bad as what someone else did, or as bad as something else I might have done instead.


We have all run into this argument, or made it ourselves as childen, when we tried to excuse ourselves by saying, ‘Well, yeah, but at least I didn’t do ____.’

As parents, or at least adults, the argument sounds funny in our ears, and we are aware of just how false it really is.

In fact, if there is something we have done that is wrong (and we know it to be wrong) then we have caused an affront – PERIOD.


It isn’t a question of greater or lesser errors, it is a question of whether there is or is not an error. 


In the same way, if we make the argument that God will overlook our sins BECAUSE they are less serious than others we might have committed, or because someone else has or might do something worse, then we deceive ourselves. But God is not deceived.


And, as St. Paul said, “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.”


That is, what you do will determine what happens to you. How you act will determine what you receive. If you do evil, if you ‘serve your flesh’, then you will receive the punishment of the flesh, but if you instead serve God, then you will receive eternal life.

Not that you cannot be forgiven if you fail.


You assuredly can be – and will be – if you admit to your wrongs – that is repent – and seek to correct those wrongs and do better. That is what God has promised us – and it is assuredly true.


“But I say unto you, that whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment.”


It does not require that you actually kill someone to do evil. If you hate or are angry at someone WITHOUT A CAUSE, then you do wrong, and you must resolve that error.


Please note “without a cause.” It is not that we are not permitted ever to be angry, or to feel resentment. That is not humanly possible unless we are mindless. But it is to say that any such anger must be based in reality and must be within reason.


Jesus went on to tell us that if we belittle or defame others in the same manner we stand to be punished by God for those offenses.


It is not the magnitude of the sin that matters, but the fact of the sin. And if there is sin, then we must repent of it and do what is necessary to change it.


Only God can forgive our sin. Only He can choose to overlook it.


If we try to excuse our own sin by claiming it is not so serious, then we are foolish indeed, for then our sins are not forgiven, but we are deceived – and we will end up owing a sin debt to God which we cannot pay.


St. Paul suggests an alternate course.


“Let us not be weary in well doing: For in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.”
 


Just as we are assured that our unrepented sin places us in jeopardy, so can good works place us in less jeopardy, if those works are performed in faith. Let me pause to remind you that it is not works that save us, but faith, and that our works without God are nothing, but that if we act in faith, we are bound also to do the works OF GOD.


So Paul suggests, if we do such good works in faith, then let us do good works – for everyone, but especially for those in the household of God.


That is – commit acts of Christian charity freely, gladly, and with faith in God.


And, if we commit sin, never be deluded into thinking that our sin is not so bad, or not so serious, for all sin is serious in the eyes of God. Instead, when we do sin (and we, being human will sin) then openly admit that sin to God, ask His forgiveness, and then make what changes may be needed to both repair the sin if that be possible and to prevent the same in the future.

God is not deceived by our minimizing, or by excuses. He is not mocked.


Let us pray.


Lord, help us to see and know our sin, and with Your help to remove that sin from our selves and our lives. Give us the wisdom and the courage to admit always to our own wrongs, and the devotion to change them in accordance with Your will. In Jesus’ Name we pray. Amen.
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