Sermon for  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Fifth Sunday after Easter

Commonly called Rogation Sunday
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

TEXT:

“In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.”
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.
HOMILY:


Have you ever had one of those experiences that you went through – even though it was uncomfortable – because you knew the outcome was worth it?


Perhaps a particular kind of exercise which, while it leaves you sore and exhausted, will in the end, make you stronger? Maybe an especially unpleasant task which nonetheless must be done, and which you will be better for finishing?


Sometimes, there are challenges that we will face that may be hard, and even painful, but we know we must go through them to get to a better end.


We all know there are sometimes experiences that we must go through because the outcome is good, even if the experience is not especially nice.


There are leaders who will tell you that they will never ask any of their own to do anything that they themselves have not already done. These leaders tend to be more respected than others, because their subordinates know that anything they have been asked to do is not only possible, but they are being led by someone who has already done it.

We know that, as Christians, we are “in the world but not of the world,” as Jesus expressed it. Indeed, our Lord prayed to the Father specifically that we be in this situation intentionally, because as He was an example to the world, so too should we be an example to the world.


“I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.”
 


Note Jesus did not ask that we be removed from the world to protect us from sin, but rather that the Father protect us from sin through His truth. He adds that as the Father sent Him into the world, now He send us.

But we are not the same that we were before. We are changed. We are no longer “of the world.” 


What does that mean? 


Those who are “of the world” are focused on the things of the world. They live in this time and this place, unaware of and uninterested in the greater realities that are before us.


We, on the other hand, are aware of this world, but we must seem singularly uninterested in it. How strange, and even threatening we must seem to those still “of the world.” No wonder they try to make fun of us and mistreat us.


Not only do they not understand us, they do not understand why we are uninterested in those things which so fascinate them.


A current “political person” in this country a while back said that we “cling to our religion” – as if that were a disparaging thing to say. He intended his words to be a gross condemnation of our lives, but we could as well celebrate them as his recognition that we are in fact different, because we do in fact cling to our faith.


In our society we face attacks every day from every side, attempting to shame us, belittle us, condemn us and threaten us because we are not “of the world.” But Jesus’ message to us is this – “Yes, it will be hard, but don’t be afraid. I have already done this before you, and have won this battle.”

“In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.”


Now, as St. James cautions us in the Epistle reading, we must be not just hearers of the Word, who listen to the truth, then walk away from it unchanged, but we must be doers of the Word.


Our thoughts and deeds are inextricably linked and cannot be separated without damage. We cannot only hear the Word, and not put it into practice. We must take the next step, and live the Word, make it the very core of our lives. We must LIVE the Word.


Those who only hear God’s Word, and do not then proceed to internalize that Word, to live it and make it part of their very being only experience the barest surface of the Gospel. They hear the words, but as they never go beyond that to live those words, so they never truly understand them. 

These shallow people read the words “faith”, “sacrifice”, and “love”, but, sadly, they never experience faith, nor sacrifice, nor love. To them, these are empty terms, making up lovely poetry and verse, but never touching the very soul.  These “hearers only” fool themselves as they try to convince themselves and others that they truly experience the Word of God.


In contrast to these “hearers only”, doers of the Word live out the Word of God. When the doer reads of faith in the Lord, he then turns his life to acting and living in faith.  Instead of only reading or hearing about faith, the doer experiences faith. 

Rather than experiencing the love of God at second hand, as if reading a pulp fiction novel, the doer of the Word participates in a loving relationship with God, coming to know God intimately and personally.  Instead of being merely words on a page, God becomes exquisitely and personally real for the doer of the Word.


The task before us is hard, but we can achieve it with His help. Further, as we go forth to the battle of living the Word of God, we can be joyful. As He said, “Be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.”

Let us pray.

Lord, strengthen us to be always doers of Your blessed Word, and not hearers only. Let us, without fear, perceive Your will in all things, and to follow that will with joy, and peace and sure devotion. This we beg in Jesus Christ’s Name.  Amen.
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