Sermon For The Second Sunday in Epiphany
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

TEXT:

HAVING then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; or ministry, let us wait on our ministering; or he that teacheth, on teaching; or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.
HOMILY:


Have you ever received the perfect gift – and been stunned? Maybe you received the gift for a birthday, or for Christmas, or maybe for no apparent reason at all – and you were left speechless at the thoughtfulness of the one who gave it to you.


Those kinds of gifts are the ones that we cannot wait to put to good use. They are the ones that at the least tempt us to lay anything else aside, and go immediately to try them out.


They are not always the most expensive, or the largest gifts. Often they are just the most important ones, or the ones that most appeal to us. Often – the most important gifts are the most important to us because of who gave them to us.

I can remember as a child receiving one Christmas a tape recorder. It wasn’t anything fancy. It was a simple cassette recorder – not particularly expensive or of high quality, but for reasons that I do not remember anymore, it was the only thing I wanted that year. Now – I also received other gifts, but I almost ignored them in order to focus on the tape recorder – which I immediately took to my room and started to experiment with recording on.


Those who give the gifts that most strike our fancy are generally touched by our appreciation and dedication to what they chose for us.


If we look at our lives and are honest, we must be touched by what we have been blessed with. No matter how meager we find our resources, the truth is that we as Americans are wealthy almost beyond belief by the standards of much of the world.


And, while we are prone to want to claim credit for those gifts, the more humbling reality is that we have been given these gifts by God. It is He who has provided us our security, our health, our freedoms, our opportunities.

It is He who has given us the greatest standard of living the world has ever known.


So it makes sense to ask – are we using our gifts to the best advantage we can? Are we in our devotion to and use of our manifold gifts acting in ways pleasing to God? 

Or – are we setting aside those gifts to focus instead on meaningless and worthless pursuits? 


Let’s consider what those gifts from God are.


Do we have wealth? If so – are we using that wealth to advance God’s Kingdom and to do His work?


Perhaps we have other special skills and gifts given us by God.


As the Epistle today suggests, if we are able to prophesy – we should do so in proportion to our faith. That is – we should explain the scriptures to others based upon how much we ourselves understand those scriptures. We are, after all, called upon to carry the Word to all the world, but how can we do that if we do not understand the Word ourselves? How can we minister to others, if we are not adult in our own understanding of the scripture? Or, put another way, the more faith you have, the more you know of the scriptures, the more you are called upon to share that understanding.


In the same way, we should teach all that we can – to the best degree and manner that we can. We should exhort – that is, encourage – others in the best way that we are capable of.

If we are giving to others, we should do so openly, without subterfuge, cross-purposes or hope of personal gain. We should do so cheerfully, without resentment or bitterness.


If we rule – whether we rule over family, group, company, nation or even only ourselves - then we should show diligence in that ruling. Those of you who work within some company structure understand this. How frustrating is it when it is obvious to you that those who are “above” you in the corporate structure act as if they simply do not care what happens – whether positive or negative?


Parents know that parenting is a full-time job, not something that we do for a few hours here and there, haphazardly. The end results of haphazard and careless parenting are well-represented in the jails and prisons of our country – as well as our hospitals, morgues and graveyards.


Finally, if you show mercy to someone, do not do that out of some sense of anger, or worse, out of superiority. Instead, show mercy with cheerfulness, considering that showing mercy is what God wants us to do. We aren’t showing mercy for our own sakes, but for God’s.


In this way, we show we value the gifts God has given us. We dedicate ourselves to the use of those gifts and the perfection of His spirit within us. 


Nor should we refuse to use the gifts. I know of people who refuse to pray, who refuse to sing, who refuse to be kind to others, who cannot even bring themselves to smile at others because they are convinced that somehow they have been wronged by life. Yet – they are blind to all that God has given them in their lives.


So – this day – take a look at your life. Consider the gifts God has blessed you with and ask the question – are you appropriately using those gifts in the ways that He wants you to? 


Let us pray.


Dear Lord, through Your Holy Spirit you have graced us all with various and divers gifts. Show us the bounty of Your grace, Lord, and in our hearts make us grateful for Your endless bounty. This we pray to the Honor and Glory of Your Holy Name. Amen.
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