Sermon for the Fourth Sunday After Easter
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner
Text:

“Jesus said unto his disciples, Now I go my way to him that sent me; and none of you asketh me, Whither goest thou?  But because I have said these things unto you, sorrow hath filled your heart.  Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away:  for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.”  In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.

Homily:

A child, when forced to consider an unpleasant outcome, will often try to ignore that outcome in the hopes that it will go away on its own.  If I pretend it doesn’t really exist, he seems to think, then it will cease to exist and I won’t have to deal with it.

Thus it was with the disciples as they began to face the reality that Jesus was to leave them a second, and more permanent time.

“Now I go my way to him that sent me; and none of you asketh me, Whither goest thou?”
  Jesus was noting that while He had explained to the disciples that He was to return to the Father, now that His Ascension was imminent, none of them had asked, “Where are you going?” 
Understanding why they would not ask, our Lord went on to try to help them to understand that it was necessary that He return to the Father in order that the Holy Spirit could come and support them:  “It is expedient for you that I go away:  for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.”

As bad as you may feel about the fact that I will leave you, Jesus was saying, it is the best for you that I go, because if I do not go, then the Holy Spirit will not come to you.  If the Holy Spirit did not come, then the disciples would not be granted the power to lead and develop the Church.  Without that power, the disciples would remain forever in the mode of student, and would never step forward to begin the work of ministry.

Had Jesus not left and sent the Holy Spirit, none of what we know as the Church could exist, for none of the work done by the disciples and the rest of the Church would have been done, because the Holy Spirit would not have empowered the Apostles to do their work.  Had that empowerment not occurred, then none of all that we know of the Church could be, or at the very least, it would have been far different from what we know today.

And, as Jesus noted, it is good for us all that He went to the Father.  It was as He said, “expedient.”  The word “expedient” in this case is interesting, for it means that the departure of our Lord to the side of the Father in Heaven promoted the desired end – that is the result that the Church grew and was spread across the world.  As the dictionary explains it, expediency suggests that the course of action taken is “fit or suitable for the purpose; proper under the circumstances.”

And it was assuredly proper that Jesus ascend to the Father, and for His followers to step forward to assume the leadership of His Church at this time.  Proper because that was the only way for the Church to grow, and proper because that was how the “Comforter” – the Holy Spirit – would come to empower and lead the Apostles forward in their new tasks. 

“For if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.”
  That end, Jesus told His suffering disciples, was for the best also because the Holy Spirit would complete His work in reproving the world, but also in continuing the education of the disciples by teaching them those last few things which they were still not ready to know.  “I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth….”

All truth would be known unto them.  All of the Scripture would finally be written and assembled into the work we now know as the Holy Scriptures.  The body of knowledge and wisdom of the Church assembled over the ages would be full.  And that Church would be led by the Holy Spirit into truth.  This is why Jesus’ words to the disciples are important not just to His followers of that day, but to us – for they refer to and apply to us as well.

The Church today is yet led by that same Holy Spirit into truth.  The Comforter is with us here, today.  He lives in each of us, and He directs us to do the will of the Father and the Son in all things.  That Holy Spirit is come to us as He was to those disciples at the Pentecost. 

Just as it was expedient for them that Jesus ascend to the Father, it is no less expedient for us.  Just as Jesus sent the Comforter to His Apostles to heal them, to guide them and to inspire them, so too, He sends that same Comforter to us – to heal us, to guide us and to inspire us. 

And to make it clear to them – and to us – that the message being sent to them through the Holy Spirit was the same one that they had heard from Jesus during His ministry on Earth and from the Father before that, the Lord added this:  “for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak:  and he will shew you things to come.  He shall glorify me:  for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you.  All things that the Father hath are mine:  therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you.”

What I have came from my Father.  What the Father has is mine.  What is mine I give to the Holy Spirit, and He shall give it to you.  The Trinity – three Persons in one Godhead – showing the Church how to proceed.

Let us pray.

Dear Lord, remain with us in the presence of Your Holy Spirit, guiding us always in Your ways.  Lead us, teach us, inspire us, use us for Your service as we seek to be Your disciples.  When we do not understand, give us faith to accept.  This we ask in the name of the most blessed Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen.
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