Sermon for Christmas
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
TEXT:

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.”
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.
HOMILY:


We live in a bustling, hectic world, in which things often seem confused and complicated. The contradictions and stresses of our lives can seem overwhelming at times as we try to find our way through all the haste and waste, hustle and hurry and insanity of our world.


Earlier this week, we read the news of an attack in Germany in the midst of a Christmas celebration that killed a dozen people. Here in our country, we watch as madness seems to overwhelm the nation.


And now – in the middle of all this – as we ponder the happenings of the year passed and consider the beginning of a new secular year, we pause to celebrate the birth of a child over 2,000 years ago in that tiny little village in southern Israel.


This year, too, the Christmas celebration of the little group of make-believe children we have all watched almost our whole lives - who were known under the collective name “Peanuts” - came to the collective age of 50. The cartoon drawn by Charles Schultz has been a beloved part of most of our lives as long as we can remember. The strip itself was started in 1950, and the musings of Charlie Brown, and his friends, have through the passing years reflected the concerns we have about our lives and our world, our hopes and dreams, our worries and our joys. 


Late last week, I was listening to a radio program about this very thing – the 50th anniversary of the “Charlie Brown Christmas” TV special. The commentator marveled at the political, social and philosophical commentary embedded in the strip.


And, it then occurred to me that one particular scene in that show probably really cemented part of Christianity in their lives. How many of you, as you sit here tonight, can, in your imagination, hear Linus Van Pelt explaining the meaning of Christmas to an anguished Charlie Brown in the words of the second chapter of the Gospel according to St. Luke?


Charlie Brown, you may remember, was troubled, because he could not for the life of him, figure out the real meaning of Christmas. Was it for commercial profit? Was it about decorations and parties? Was it just about families? 


“Isn’t there anyone who knows what Christmas is all about?” he wails.


His friend Linus has the answer. The answer is found in the ancient words of Saint Luke.


Listen to them again now.


“And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.


And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” 


“That’s what Christmas is all about, Charlie Brown,” concludes Linus.


And he was right. “From the mouths of babes …” 

Christmas is the celebration of life – the birth of a child – whatever the circumstances. It is the gift of life, given freely by God to His people. It is about the proper relationship between God and His people.

And it is about a message.


It is about a message of forgiveness and love; A message of peace, and joy; A message of HOPE. Hope for ourselves and our children. Hope for our families, our communities and our nation.


Here was the Christ Child – the very son of God incarnate – lying in a manger – and wrapped not in robes of fine linen or silk, but rags. And yet, His birth was accompanied by light shone from heaven above and by a multitude of heavenly angels who were present to welcome and to guard and protect Him.

The Son of God presented first to His earthly parents and then to shepherds. Not to kings and queens and priests, but to His people.


That is what Christmas is all about. That is the miracle.

Every time we come to this altar, we experience that very same miracle again. Our Lord, our Savior, or God, come to claim us, to protect us, to save us.

This evening, as you come forward to receive communion, remember those words and that promise. Receive that message, and vow to take it with you to share with others.

“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.”

Let us pray.

O gracious Lord, who has given us this gift of Your Son, that we might through Him be made regenerate and acceptable to You by His intercession, allow us to once again hear the message given us by Your Angels that night so long ago. Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. Of Your Glory we pray. Amen.
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