Sermon for Ascension Day

By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

TEXT:

And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.
HOMILY:


The very last thing Jesus told His disciples while He was on Earth was to give them their charge to carry His Gospel to all people everywhere. Surely the biggest job in the world.


The disciples, who so often questioned how, and when, and why, suddenly were standing there alone. As soon as Jesus gave them their orders, he was taken up into Heaven.


We can only imagine how lost they must have felt.


No wonder then, that they stood and watched the clouds into which Jesus had disappeared, hoping, praying, desperately seeking another look at Him.


Those of us who have lost someone important in our families know something of the desperation the Apostles must have felt. How many of us have wished forlornly for just one more hug, one more word, one more sight of a loved one who is no longer with us.


And so they stood, staring, looking steadfastly into heaven.


They might have stood there for a very long time, but angels came to them to tell them what they already knew. The angels spoke to the apostles gently, but firmly. 


“Why stand ye gazing up into heaven?”
 Jesus has told you what you must do, why are you wasting time? 


The angels reminded the gathered followers of Jesus that He would one day return, but that they must not stay where they were, because there was now work to be done. 


“This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.”
 Not some new savior, not a “replacement”, but the same Jesus who they saw taken up from their midst would return in the same manner in which He left them.


But for now, they were to go to Jerusalem and wait for the Holy Spirit to come and give them the power to do the work now set in front of them.


They had seen all they would now see of the Ascension. They had witnessed Jesus lifted into the clouds in Glory to return to Heaven. The Angels therefore charged them to stop staring into heaven like men who knew not what to do, but rather to now step up to the duties they must now assume.


Those duties are the same ones we now assume.


Believe in God, and worship Him.


Spread His Gospel to all people everywhere.


Be a fearless and devoted follower of Jesus.


Bring other people to the worship of God.


We cannot just come to the altar, receive Him, then go home, because if we do that, we are no different than the men who stood and looked into heaven. Just as the angels told them to take the next step, so the angels tell us to do so as well.


As amazing as this may seem, we are actually ahead of where the Apostles were that day. 


First, we know what was to happen next, while they had not yet experienced the Pentecost. Second, while they had to wait for that Pentecost to receive the Baptism of spirit in the Holy Spirit, we have already done so in our Baptisms.


So just as the Angels told the Apostles to go to Jerusalem and wait for the Holy Spirit as they had been instructed by Jesus, so too are we instructed to go ahead and do what He has told us to do.


It is time that we get about doing His work in the world. 

Let us pray.


Lord, You have returned to Heaven, leaving us to do Your work here. While we wait for Your return to Earth to judge the world and rule in Eternity, inspire and lead us to do Your work here which you have commanded us to do. This we pray to Your greater Glory. Amen.
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