Sermon for the First Sunday in Advent
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
TEXT:

Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.
HOMILY:


This is not exactly the vision we generally have of a King. Our more typical view of a King is one in great power, majesty and pomp, wearing beautiful and luxurious robes. A King is generally accompanied by an Army, or at least a retinue of assistants.


Jesus, however, had no such accompanying crew. Instead he entered the City of Jerusalem riding an ass. Jesus explained that this was so that the ancient prophecy might be fulfilled.

Zechariah had prophesied that, “thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.” 
 Zechariah called on the people of Jerusalem to “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem”


This event was so momentous – despite the apparent circumstances – that all four evangelists take note of it. This was Jesus’ final and triumphant entry into Jerusalem. Of course, that it was a triumph would not be fully understood until after the events would unfold and their import understood.

It was only four days before the Feast of the Passover that Jesus entered into Jerusalem – and would in four days be sacrificed for us – the true and ultimate Paschal Lamb.


Jesus stayed during the days before His final entry into Jerusalem in Bethany – located a short distance from Jerusalem. It was from this place that Jesus, who usually walked everywhere he went, would ride an animal instead for his entry into the great city.


But however humble His entrance into Jerusalem was at this time, it will be more glorious than we can even imagine at His second coming, when His arrival will be heralded by trumpets and angels and the clouds themselves will be His chariots.


So – as he approached Jerusalem, and came to the suburb of Jerusalem called Bethphage – our Lord sent two of His disciples to fetch the ass for Him, so as to fulfill perfectly the prophesy. Not a horse, note, nor a chariot, but an ass – used by commoners and all people for travel.


It was a custom in Israel that Judges would ride upon asses, and so perhaps Jesus sought to enter Jerusalem as Judge of Israel who would be tried by men. The Judge of all the creation – who had no fault and no guilt – would submit to a trial by sinful men.


With perfect foreknowledge of where the animals would be, and whose they were, Jesus sent His disciples to fetch the animals for His use. Not by force would he borrow them, but he told His disciples to tell the owner, “The Lord hath need of them,”  and that owner would send the animals immediately.


All of this occurred so that the prophecy would be fulfilled.


Remember too, that Jesus knew already exactly what was to happen to Him. Yet, in meekness and in submission to the plans and demands of the Father, He permitted Himself to be taken and humbled.


All of this was the preparation for what was to come.


Today, we enter the season of Advent. Advent is the preparation for what is to come. “Advent” refers to both the anticipation of the coming of Jesus in His birth at Bethlehem, as well as the second coming of Christ. The word is a variant of the Latin term for “coming.” 


The four weeks of Advent – which are the first season of the Christian Church year will continue until December 24 – the day before Christmas. 


During Advent, we prepare ourselves and our lives for the coming of Christ.   


During Advent, we maintain an Advent Wreath – which represents for us the use of palms and branches to decorate and prepare the way of Jesus into Jerusalem. That crowd strewed garments in the way along with the branches they took from nearby trees and plants. This was done to honor Jesus.


The crowd was delirious in their praises. Those very praises are echoed even today in our worship. “Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”
 


Those in the crowd did not understand who it was that was entering the city, nor why. They believed for the most part that Jesus was come to achieve a take-over of the government and to over-throw the hated Roman rulers.


Some of them knew of the miracles that Jesus had performed, and perhaps dimly understood that Jesus was sent by God. Each time they had encountered Him, Jesus had confounded them and managed to best all those who opposed Him.


Little wonder that they so wanted Him to succeed.


This is the King of all creation. This is He whose coming we await. 


This is He who we must be prepared to receive.


Preparation is why Advent exists. During these next four weeks, we will look again and again at Jesus as He moves through His last few days to win our salvation. 


We owe Him so much. We have a great deal of preparation to do. Look forward as you await your King!


Let us pray.


Lord, guide us and lead us as we prepare ourselves for Your coming as Savior-child and as Lord and Judge. We owe so much, and we have so much we need to do to be ready for Your coming. Let us discern our needs with wisdom and honesty and devotion to make those changes which we need to make. Of your Grace we pray. Amen.
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