Sermon for December 1, 2016
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

TEXT:

And there came a leper to him, beseeching him, and kneeling down to him, and saying unto him, If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.
HOMILY:


We have all, at one point or another, faced the impossible cleaning job. Whether it was that time when our child showed up the back door covered in mud from head to toe, or the moment when we found our carpet covered in filth, or perhaps even that time when, finally finished with some car repair, we take a look at ourselves and find we can hardly recognize ourselves for the dirt and grease.


A famous comic strip used to have a character – named “Pig-Pen” – who was known for the perpetual cloud of dirt and dust that travelled with him.


In our country we have many multi-billion dollar companies whose wealth has been built on the production of cleaning materials and supplies.


We have people who form companies to go out and help others who have become overwhelmed by their uncleanliness, and they will, for a fee, come in and clean your home, your car or whatever else seems to need a good scrubbing and cleansing.


These things are all well and good for the more common kinds of dirt. There are, however, some kinds that require much, much more.


Consider, for instance, what happens if a home or building is found to have asbestos in its makeup, or perhaps the results of finding so-called “black mold” in the ventilation system of a building. In such cases, the building involved may have to be evacuated, and specialists called in to take care of the mess, which is so toxic and dangerous as to literally threaten our lives.


And in truth, there are messes far more dangerous yet.

‘Cleanliness is next to Godliness,’ we were all once told, and while that phrase does not appear anywhere in scriptures, the idea behind it does.


We are urged continuously to keep ourselves free from sin and from the impure and polluting effects of sinful behavior. We are given the example of Jesus Himself washing the feet of His disciples. “After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded.”


This very same idea is found in Genesis as well.
 


Obviously, when we consider the command that we treat our bodies as the temple of God, it is clear that we must be clean and pure. We are stewards of the creation – not the least of which is our own bodies. As we are God’s creation and possession, it is clear that we should maintain ourselves in a way that reflects our respect for God.


The very worst kind of filth we can ever immerse ourselves in is sin. It is the sort of filthiness that separates us from God and makes us abominable to Him.

As King David expressed it in the Psalms, “Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.” 
 Our sin is something that we need to be washed from.

Jesus can wash us – he can clean us – he can make us acceptable again through His grace and forgiveness. Unlike those companies and people who will offer to clean our homes for a fee, Jesus requires and desires no money.

Instead, He asks only that we believe in Him and accept Him as our savior. He doesn’t use chemicals, or rags, or brooms, or mops. He doesn’t need a vacuum cleaner or a bucket.

He needs only His word.

This is the truth that the leper in Galilee knew. “If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.”
 At the man’s request, Jesus had pity and compassion on him, an reached out and touched him, and with His simple word, healed the man. 

He will do the same for you and me.
All the filth of our sins. All those things that we hide inside, ashamed and embarrassed about – He will wipe them away with only His word – removing all trace of the guilt and the pain in an instant.

All you need to is ask Him. 

If you are carrying around some sin that has troubled you – it is time to let it go. If you are troubled by some terrible secret – give it to Him and let Him take it from you.

We are in Advent.  This is the time to ready ourselves to welcome Him into the world. What better way to do that than to cleanse ourselves of sin and guilt by simply asking our Lord to take it from us.

Let us pray.

Dear Lord, who art ready at all times to forgive us and cleanse us of our sins, let us be aware of our need to be forgiven and to let go of all our sin. Remind us as we proceed through this Holy season of Advent that we are now to ready ourselves for Your coming. Let us be ready when the time arrives to welcome you into the world and into our hearts and lives. Of Your mercy we pray, Amen.
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