Sermon for 11/17/2016
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

TEXT:

Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me though their word; that they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,  Amen.
HOMILY:


One of the things that is often striking about Christians is that they stand up for others – even for those with whom they do not agree about things. Those of other faiths, those whose political views may be different, even those who do not believe in God are often defended, not because of their beliefs, but because of their inherent value as part of God’s creation.


Many of the Saints whose feats we celebrate were notable for precisely this dedication to the respect for all people. Such an example is the Saint whose feast day we celebrate today – St. Hugh of Lincoln – also known as Hugh of Avalon.

Born the son of William, Lord of Avalon, and Anne de Theys in 1135, Hugh was a lonely child, raised in a boarding school. His father was a soldier and his mother died when he was but eight years of age. When his father left military service, he retired to the monastery of Villard-Benoit, near Grenoble, France, taking his young son with him.

It is easy to understand how, growing up at a monastery, Hugh became interested in matters of the faith, and he entered the Benedictine brotherhood, then was ordained a deacon at the age of 19. 

In 1159, by then a priest, Hugh was sent to be Prior of a monastery at Saint Maximin. At that community, he left the Benedictine Order and joined the Carthusian Order. After only 10 years he rose to the post of procurator of the order, where he served until 1179, when he was sent by request of King Henry II to head up the Witham Charterhouse in Somerset, England.

Hugh’s work in England is credited for influencing the king to modify his policy of keeping dioceses vacant so that he could claim their income for himself.

In May, 1186, Hugh was elected Bishop of the Diocese of Lincoln, and he was consecrated Bishop in a ceremony at Westminster Abby in September of that year.

It was there that Hugh drew notice by standing up against persecution of the Jews which was rampant during the reign of King Richard I and later King John. 

Despite his willingness to oppose the monarchs when he saw fit, Hugh was widely respected, and was called upon several times to represent both King Richard I and King John as a diplomat to France.

He was canonized by Pope Honorius III in 1220, and is the patron saint of the sick, shoemakers and swans. Indeed – his primary emblem is the white swan. It is said that at Lincoln there was a wild white swan which would eat from Hugh’s hand, and which followed him around the grounds, but which would attack anyone who came near to him.
This evening, we gather to feat together in celebration of our American tradition of Thanksgiving – a time when we give thanks to the Almighty for all the good He has done for us. 

In particular this year, I suggest that we should be thankful for the blessings which we here at Holy Angels have been given by God, for the children who we all find joy in, for our fellowship and shared worship, and for the continued blessings of living in a place where we are able to chose our leaders in peace.
Saint Hugh was noted for his holiness, his wisdom and his sanctity, and we should be thankful for his example and his faith, which inspires our own.

Let us pray.

Dear Lord, let us, like your servant St. Hugh, dedicate ourselves to Your service and Your faith, that we, like him, may be found acceptable in Your sight. This we pray to the greater Glory of Your kingdom. Amen.
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