Sermon for 11-03-2016
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

TEXT:

Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be?
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.
HOMILY:


Suppose you knew that you were to be tortured, beaten, whipped, spit on, despised, cursed and finally killed, and further, that you knew precisely when, and how, and by whom – would you run or fight?


If you had at your disposal a force far mightier than any army, which would at your word come to defend you, would you call out for the protection of that force? 


Would you be willing to not only forgo calling forth that force, but allow people who are liars, hypocrites, and who are acting only out of hate and jealousy to take you and kill you?

Finally, would you permit one of your own fellows who had been turned to evil to surrender you to those who would do you all this harm – if you could without effort prevent it?


This is what Jesus faced when He was betrayed by Judas and turned over to the forces of the Pharisees. 


No wonder, then, that he went and prayed and that drops of blood fell from him as he prayed. No wonder that He grieved so much over what He knew was coming.


God Himself grieved for what was coming, and yet, was willing to go through the worst that the Pharisees and the Jews could do to Him in order that He could save all of us from ourselves and our sin.   


Remember that He knew what was coming with an absolute certainty. He knew exactly who would betray Him, and yet he did not flinch. He knew precisely what would be done to Him – in excruciating detail – and He did not run, nor act to prevent it.


Now, these things are hard for us to understand. We marvel at the strength of character and the courage to face such things without lashing out. We wonder at the devotion necessary to face without hesitation the horrible torture of the scourging and crucifixion. 


We weep at the horror of what humans just like us are capable of doing, not only to each other, but even unto one who has done absolutely no wrong, and who has been a messenger of peace and love.


We stand speechless at the villainy and treason of Judas, who despite having seen the ministry of Jesus up close as one of His disciples, nevertheless turned traitor and betrayed Jesus to the soldiers and crowd by identifying Jesus with a kiss.


Jesus’ disciples too, could not understand how Jesus could do what He was doing. One of the disciples, identified by Saint John as Peter, drew his sword when the soldiers and crowd laid hands on Jesus to seize Him, and cut off the ear of one of the servants of the High Priest.


Jesus, however, would have no violence from His own, and ordered Peter to put the sword away. He reminded Peter of who He was, and of what He could do if He so chose.


“Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me more than twelve legions of angels?”
 The reference to “legions of angels” is straightforward. A Roman legion of soldiers consisted of about six thousand soldiers. Thus, more than twelve legions would consist of more than 72,000 angels – a force that no human army could defeat or even  compete with.

The only possible conclusion is that Jesus was willing to face everything that was coming – because it was the only way that we could be saved.


Jesus – who could command legions of angels – obviously had no need of the protection of Peter’s sword.


The reason He was willing to undergo even this horrible fate was that it was the only way that the scriptures could be fulfilled. The scriptures specifically foretell what was to come. 

Jesus was to be taken by a band of men, and led “as a lamb” to the slaughter.   


In the Psalms, in Isaiah and in Zechariah it was prophesied that Jesus would be reproached and despised, that He would be spit on and beaten, and that he would be put to death on the cross.


Even the detail of the thirty pieces of silver which the High Priests gave to Judas for betraying our Lord was foretold.

When we consider the details given on the Old Testament of what would happen – we can only wonder. That he would be crucified between the two thieves, that His own disciples would forsake him, that the soldiers would part His garments and cast lots on who would own it, that none of His bones would be broken, and even that they would try to give Him vinegar and Gall to drink during His execution were all foretold.


Of course, Jesus did shame those who came to seize Him, noting that while he had sat daily with them in the temple teaching, and offered them no cause to fear Him, still they came with swords and clubs to take Him.


But even that must be.


Let us pray.


Lord, You faced without hesitation the hatred and violence of those who hated You, and never raised Your hands in violence against them. Grant to us that same sense of mercy and courage to be Your servants in the world today in the face of the opposition and hatred of those who still deny You. This we pray of Your mercy. Amen.
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