Sermon for 10/13/2016
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
TEXT:

To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted;
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.
HOMILY:


There are only a precious few examples of popular music that is derived directly from scripture, but this evening’s readings provided the inspiration and the words for one of the best-known examples.


In the late 1950s, American folk singer Pete Seeger set the words from the beginning of the third chapter of the Book of Ecclesiastes to music as the sing “To Everything There Is A Season” – better known as “Turn!, Turn!, Turn!.” That song was covered in 1965 by the folk-rock group The Byrds, eventually reaching the Number 1 position on the Billboard charts in early December of 1965.


The song took the first eight verses of the third chapter of Ecclesiastes, slightly re-ordered, to put the words believed penned by King Solomon on radio stations across the world.


While the song’s popularity in the mid 1960s is credited to it’s calls for peace and harmony during a period of dissent over America’s participation in the Vietnam War, the original words have a much more widespread application.


As suggested by the words from Ecclesiastes, we live in a word of polar opposites and changes, but in spite of all the apparent chaos and variance in the world, God yet remains in control. There is a constant ebb and flow in the issues of the world, and yet all is under the control and determination of the almighty.

 
“To everything there is a season …,”  both the good and the bad in their seasons. Day is followed naturally by night, and in due time, the darkness is yet again illuminated by the light again. Summer and winter will each take their turns in due course.


Each season and condition have their purpose and both their benefit and their drawbacks. This is the nature of things.


Each situation and condition have their time.


There is a time appointed to be born, and to live, and a time to die. There is a time to plant and a time to “pluck up” – that is to reap. There is a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to weep and a time for joy, and a time to gather stones as well as a time to cast away stones.


The wise man understands this, and so is not overwhelmed by the changing fortunes of time and circumstance. The wise man holds to the good and rejects the evil, and keeps in mind always from whence it comes.


Indeed, the very words of the verse remind us of who remains in control.


“To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven;”
  Every purpose under the heaven. All things, all purpose, all cause, all things occur only in the sight and control of God and by His leave.


The time of the very creation of the universe and our Earthly home was determined by God.  It could not have happened at any other time, or in any other way. It did not exist from all time, nor did it come into being by some coincidental confluence of atoms as some suggest. Nor will it exist after His time for it to end. 

In the words penned originally by King Solomon and set to music by Pete Seeger, 


“To every thing there is a season,
and a time to every purpose under the heaven:
A time to be born, and a time to die;
a time to plant, a time to reap that which is planted;
A time to kill, and a time to heal;
a time to break down, and a time to build up;
A time to weep, and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn, and a time to dance;
A time to cast away stones,
and a time to gather stones together;
A time to embrace,
and a time to refrain from embracing;
A time to get, and a time to lose;
a time to keep, and a time to cast away;
A time to rend, and a time to sew;
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
A time to love, and a time to hate;
a time of war, and a time of peace.

But most importantly, all of these are set and established by God.
Let us pray.

Lord, our fortunes, our lives, our comings and goings, all that we can or will ever be or do is established by You. Be there with us at each turn, that we may ever remain focused on the cause of all that we are. In Jesus’ Name we pray. Amen.
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