Sermon for 09-08-2016
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
TEXT:

And when he was entered into a ship, his disciples followed him. And, behold, there arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the ship was covered with the waves: but he was asleep. And his disciples came to him, and awoke him, saying, Lord, save us: we perish. And he saith unto them, Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith? Then he arose, and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a great calm.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.

HOMILY:


What are we afraid of? What, truly, do we have to fear?

We have become a people almost paralyzed by worry. How will we pay our bills? Where will we work? What will we eat and what will we wear?


Where will we live, and what will we drive? How will we survive?


Do you know where these fears come from? They come from the devil. 


The evil one, if he can make us question God, and can make us lose our faith, can destroy our souls. That is his goal. He wants us to be afraid – and to doubt.


But throughout God’s Holy Scriptures – both old and new testaments, we find cautions against being afraid and allowing the troubles we perceive to make us doubt.


Moses, urging the people of Israel not to fear and question, reminded the people, “Thou shalt not be afraid of them: but shalt well remember what the LORD thy God did unto Pharaoh, and unto all Egypt;”
 Moses was reminding the people that against all odds, despite all their fears and the grinding slavery to which they had been subjected, God had freed them and protected them.


Speaking through Joshua, who led the Israelites after the death of Moses, God encouraged the people, saying,  
“Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.”


If God Himself is with us, then of whom and of what shall we be afraid? 

Perhaps when we feel the discomfort of the world – for that is what it is – we need to go back again and again to His promise to us.


“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.”


God Himself gives us His peace. ACCEPT that peace. Close your eyes and let it wash over you and through you. Let go of each and every worry, every fear and every concern and let them, like dirt on a plate, be washed away. 


This is not the wavering and temporary peace of the world. This is not the peace that comes from a pill or a bottle – which is in reality only numbness, but it is instead the peace that comes from putting in proper and clear perspective what it is that we are dealing with.


On the one hand we have all our worries, fears and troubles. On the other hand we have the very creator of all of creation, and of you and I.


Do we REALLY think that Creator cannot handle our miniscule troubles, or of what other men can do?


Our Lord commanded the very forces of nature – the winds and the waves, to be calm, and they did. 


Many times we are afraid of failure. We are afraid that we will not measure up to what others expects of us or even of what we expect of ourselves.

In those times we need to quit relying on ourselves so completely, and instead rely on God to guide us, strengthen us, lead us and help us to be the best we can be.
As said by the Prophet Isaiah, “Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for the LORD JEHOVAH is my strength and my song; he also is become my salvation.”
 


What are we afraid of?

Let us pray.


Be with us, O Lord, in the presence of our enemies, and in time of tribulation and fear. Calm of hearts and minds, that we may trust in You in all things.  Of Your great mercy we pray.  Amen.
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