Sermon for Thursday, July 21, 2016
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

TEXT:

And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.

HOMILY:


“A great gulf,” indeed!


Not only is it a “great gulf” that exists between heaven and hell, there is more, for this illustrates for us clearly the difference between believers and unbelievers, between whom there is also a great gulf.


It is a gulf between light and dark – the clear light of the Gospel in which all is known, and the darkness of the soul that is lost. It divides hope and despair. On the side of God, there is hope. On the side of evil, there is only pain, hopelessness and despair. It is broader and deeper than oceans, higher than mountains, and yet, could have been crossed simply and swiftly and easily if crossed in time.


This is the gulf between life and death, and it is the gulf between those forgiven their sins and thereby destined to eternal life, and those who would not seek forgiveness and who are therefore condemned to eternal damnation.


Nor is this accidental – in any sense.


God would not by accident allow such a divide to exist. He intended for it to be thus – for He intends that we seek Him and His forgiveness. Further, He freely permits us the choice of whether we seek Him and His forgiveness.


And so God fixed, placed, intentionally designed and put into place, this divide.


He also put into place the means to cross it – if we employ those means before we die. That means is simple, and yet, for some, is the hardest thing they can ever do.


All that needs to be done to cross that divide is to admit to our sins, and repent of them.


But if we refuse – either through our own stubbornness or pure evil - then we have no one else to blame. In such a case we assure our own end by our refusal to admit to and repent of our sin.


So there is then “fixed” – intentionally placed – a separation between the followers of God and those who refuse Him.


How many times are we warned of this perilous division?
Our Lord Himself cautioned that the judgment of the world was coming, and that it would result in the condemnation of the world and those who followed worldly things. “And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:”

Saint Paul, too, warned of the results of sin.

In his letter to the Romans, he said, “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 


Jesus told this story to the Pharisees to help them to understand the terrible peril into which they were placing themselves by refusing to understand and follow God’s laws. But it also helps us to understand the peril which can face each and every one of us if we similarly fail to heed His word.


Many of us know the great pain we feel when a loved one is fallen away from the love of God, and is instead existing in a sinful state. We grieve for them, and we fear for them, for we perhaps understand, even if only dimly, how terrible a risk they take.


Of course, we can be forgiven our sins. All we need to do is to admit those sins, and ask forgiveness. But we must do that – and we must do it before we allow too much time to pass and we die in a state of sin.

For if we allow that to happen, then we cannot be surprised when God separates those who are in a righteous state and those who die in sin.


How could it be otherwise? God cannot pollute Heaven with the sins of the fallen. As the home of God, it must be pure and unsullied. Between Heaven and Hell is, then, a great gulf across which no one may pass.


We cannot dare to allow ourselves to be on the wrong side of that great and terrible gulf. We cannot permit ourselves to be lost in that way.


“There is a great gulf  fixed,” between God and those who allow themselves to be lost to sin. 
 




Let us never be found on the wrong side of that great gulf. Let us choose always to admit to God our sins, and repent of them, making them right if that is possible, but in any case making amendment of life – the conscious choice to change so that we do not continue in the same sin.

That is our way to cross the great gulf of sin. That is the pathway back to heaven which our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ has constructed and maintains for us. 


Make sure you have taken that path before it is too late.


Let us pray.


Dear Lord, let us always with contrite hearts come before You to readily and freely admit our sins. As You have promised, forgive our sins as we repent of them, and restore us to life with You and the Father and the Holy Spirit. Of Your eternal Mercy we pray. Amen.
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