Sermon for the 15th Sunday After Trinity
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

TEXT:

And he said unto his disciples, Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat; neither for the body, what ye shall put on. The life is more than meat, and the body is more than raiment.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.
HOMILY:


What are you worried about?

Worry, stress and anxiety have become a multi-billion-dollar industry in our country. We have pills to treat every imaginable concern, and indeed, even to treat some concerns that it is difficult to imagine.


Drug companies spend almost unbelievable amounts of money, time and energy to market and promote their various concoctions.

Are you worried about your job? Take a pill. Concerned about bills? Ask your doctor if this might be right for you. Need to lose a few pounds? Take this and see the inches melt away. Can’t sleep? Pop a few of these and awake feeling refreshed.

Then, of course, there are the treatments for depression. Whether it is that obnoxious little cloud following you about as one advertisement suggests, or ominous forces lurking outside your door as others have intimated, just see your friendly neighborhood doctor, get a prescription, and your troubles will soon be over.

Never mind that many of the drugs most often prescribed are highly addictive and dangerous. The drug companies want to sell you a cure – and pad their own pocketbooks. And if you become addicted, well then we have counselors lounging by huge swimming pools promising to get you cured and everything that is stressing you out.

For these folks, money is both the question and the answer. The pursuit of money becomes their life’s goal and their life’s work. They have, in essence, made money their God.

But Jesus declares such pursuits folly. “Ye cannot serve God and mammon.”
 If you spend your time and energy seeking wealth alone, then you are not seeking God, because you have made money your god.

It isn’t that God does not want you to have good things, but rather that the pursuit of those things cannot be the driving reason for your life. Only God should be your life’s pursuit – and if you make seeking Him your pursuit, then other blessings will follow in due course.

“And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, neither be ye of doubtful mind. For all these things do the nations of the world seek after: and your Father knoweth that ye have need of these things. But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you,”
 Jesus counsels.


Instead of spending so much time and energy worrying about things, seeking material goods, and coveting property, trust in God to provide. God knows what you need – better than you yourself know – and just as He provides for His creation, He will provide for you.


“Consider the ravens: for they neither sow nor reap; which neither have storehouse nor barn; and God feedeth them: how much more are ye better than the fowls?”




Worrying about tomorrow is also pointless.

“Be not therefore anxious for the morrow: for the morrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.”
 Tomorrow will come when it comes. Until it gets here, it is a waste of time and energy to worry about what might or might not happen then. 


In any case, there is little we can do today that will materially affect tomorrow, and besides, today will have its own challenges and concerns.

“And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, neither be ye of doubtful mind. For all these things do the nations of the world seek after: and your Father knoweth that ye have need of these things.”
 If our Lord may be trusted with the creation of all that is, and with our very lives, then what sense does it make not to trust Him in such matters? 

He assuredly knows our needs – better than we know our own. He lived and died as one of us, and knows the trials of the human condition perfectly.


So if we are not then to worry, what should we do instead?


“But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you.”
 Seek God and His kingdom by following His Commandments and His will for us. Seek His kingdom by doing what He has told us He wants us to do.


If we do that, then everything else will be taken care of for us. All else pales in comparison to this.


Remember what Jesus told the lawyer when asked what the man needed to do to inherit eternal life. “Love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength and with all thy mind, and thy neighbor as thyself. This do and ye shall live.” 


Let us pray.


Help us, Lord, to dismiss all foolish and vain concerns, and to focus on loving and seeking You in all things.  We know that it is in seeking You only that we will find life, and that all else is vanity and foolishness. In Jesus’ Holy Name we pray. Amen.
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