Sermon for 05/19/2016
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

TEXT:


Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.
HOMILY:


The American songwriter Bob Dylan released a song entitled “Gotta Serve Somebody”
 in 1979, in which he said that every person must make up his or her mind about who they are going to serve, because no matter how great or low someone’s state in life might be, they assuredly will have to serve someone.


One of the lines in the song goes, “Now it might be the devil, or it might be the Lord, but you’re gonna have to serve somebody.”
 


This sad reality intrudes itself more and more on each of us every day as we look on the wasteland of our society. We are not left to simply live our lives in relative peace, able to avoid interaction with the world – to be “in the world but not of the world” as we would choose.


As our Lord said, “If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.” 
 That which the world hates it cannot leave alone, but must persecute.


Despite the warnings of wiser men, those who are of the world, who serve the prince of this world, cannot leave Christians alone.


Witness today the actions of those who promote immoral, unethical and unchristian lifestyles and behaviors, and when confronted, will do everything in their power to confront and persecute the righteous ones who refuse to go along with their evil.


They are not satisfied to only corrupt those who agree with them, but they then go on to attempt to corrupt all others as well. Incredibly, the ones who benefit from the evil are often not the loudest promoters of their causes. Indeed, it is the mindless, soulless, followers of the world who take up causes not even their own to destroy those who do not agree.


Witness the current so-called “equal access to bathrooms” dispute. The real issue is whether anyone has the right not to be confronted by those of some other sex while in the bathroom. For essentially all of civilized history on this earth this question would never have been raised at all.


That there is a right to one’s personal privacy has never been questioned, and that God has made us man and woman has never been questioned.


But now, these “progressives” want to discard all sense of morality and decency and insist that we cannot recognize differences between the sexes and enjoy privacy while using the restroom.


And, if we do object, and insist on using the very same standards used through all history, then we are racists, bigots, and the advocates of the mind control of the left will try to cut off our schools, and ban us from all activities of life.


Of course, if we choose to withdraw from the world because we find it expedient to do so, we are not given that right either. Remember the fates of those people who have tried to live “off the grid” and who have been punished for doing so, including refusing to allow them to live in structures without electrical power and telephones? The simple historical reality that people lived without those things for millennia before they were invented seems not to occur to the advocates of such totalitarianism.

As one who has lived in a home without telephones and electricity – and who ENJOYED that experience – I can tell you from first-hand experience that it is not only possible, it is healthy.


There were a few, both then and now, who realized the folly of trying to force God’s followers to live by the world’s rules.


A Pharisee named Gamaliel cautioned the Jews against harming Jesus’ followers, noting that if they said and did what they did to honor man, they would certainly fail, but that if they did so to honor God, then harming them would be fighting against God.


Today, from time to time, we hear more rational voices advocating that followers of God and God’s law be left alone to practice their faith, but sadly, the unrighteous will have none of that.


Peter and the Apostles told the Jews then, “We ought to obey God rather than men.”
 So too, we ought to obey God rather than men. When you are confronted by one of these advocates of evilm do not compromise, nor “go along” with their evil, but reject it openly, plainly, and without fear.

Remember what Jesus said, Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.”
 The world does indeed hate us, and it will continue to do so.

But the battle will not be won by the proponents of evil. The battle has already been won by Jesus. 


There remain troubles, and their remains evil in the world, but the battle is won. Jesus won it. We are only waiting for the Lord to return in Glorious victory.


Let us pray.


Lord, be with us in this time of trial. Encourage us, and instill in our hearts that sure dependence on You that we may with courage and faith face the world. This we pray in Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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