Sermon for 04-28-2016
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
TEXT:

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,  Amen.

HOMILY:


That’s a mighty tall order. 


“The works that I shall do he shall do also; and greater works than these shall he do;”
 How, you not only MAY wonder, but also SHOULD wonder, could we ever do works greater than those which Jesus did? By what power, what authority, by what miracle could we EVER presume to do such great works?


Why, it seems ludicrous even to ponder the question! It seems on its face almost insane to even consider such a thing.


Yet, Jesus has said it is so, and we must accept Him at His word. So let us consider what these words mean. 


First, there is this proviso: “He that believeth on me.”
 Who believes on Him? The apostles did, and so do true believers. We believe that He is the very Son of God incarnate, Very God of Very God, of one being with the Father, or so we vow every service.


Now, it is clear that those left out are non-believers. Whatever they may be able to do, it is not the works of God. They might well do good works, but not the works of God. God only gives to His own the power to work miracles in His name. 


So what works is it that He does?


He healed the sick, raised the dead, gave sight to the blind and hearing to the deaf. He returned speech to those who could not speak. He gave hope, and courage, and inspiration, and His Holy Gospel to the world. He convinced others to follow Him, cast out devils, and he forgave sinners, converting them to the faith in God.


These are the very works that the apostles were charged with, and which we today are charged with. And here is the real meaning of the phrase, “greater works than these shall he do.”


Jesus worked miracles for a period of about three years, in one small country in one place in the world. His disciples, however, have been given centuries, and have been sent around the world to do His works.


So we are charged with carrying His works far beyond Judea – to the whole world and to all people. This is, after all, the true “gift of tongues” – that we now carry the Gospel to all lands and peoples of every tongue.


Just this past Sunday, we read how Jesus cautioned His apostles that it was best for them (and us) that he go to Heaven with the Father. Now we are given a glimpse into the magnitude of that reality. Remember that he assured the disciples that He would send the comforter to them, to guide them in all truth, and from whom they would receive power.


Without that power they (and we) could never carry out this great challenge and promise. “He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.”




It is because Jesus ascended to the Father that He now promises that He will do what we ask in His name, continuing His mighty works. 

We do what we do in His Name, and by His power acting through us. It is, then, not us who do these great things, but Christ acting through us.


This does not in any way diminish the magnitude of the promise, nor of the weight of the charge that we carry. But it may make it understandable.


We are to carry on His work. Here, at Holy Angels, our first task is to bring more people to Him and to His altar. I seem to continue to return to this topic over and over, but I know that it is what we should be doing.


We must bring His Word to all people. To do that, we must bring them to worship Him. 


To bring them, we cannot simply hope they may someday find our door, or read about us in the newspaper, or perhaps come looking. We must go out to them, and invite them.


We must show in our very lives the incredible Good News we have been given, so that others will want to know, “What is it that you have found? Where do you find such peace and joy and comfort?”


I told you all Sunday that we have work to do. This is the work we are called to. 


Let us pray.


Lord, guide us and inspire us as we go forth to bring Your word to the world. You have assured us that as believers in You, we will do great and mighty works. We stand ready to answer that call and challenge. Let Your Love and Righteousness flow through us. To the greater Glory of God we pray. Amen.
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