Sermon for 04-07-2016
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
TEXT:

For with God nothing shall be impossible. And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And the angel departed from her.
 

HOMILY:


How absolutely terrifying a message this was.


Consider the situation. Here was the young maiden Mary, espoused, or as we would say, engaged to be married, to Joseph. The couple are not yet married, and have not yet been intimate, and yet, Mary is told plainly by the angel Gabriel that she would bear a son.


This same situation today would engender terror among most, but admittedly not all, young women. But today there is not the universal condemnation that existed in that time for intimacy outside the context of marriage.


Indeed, it has become sadly commonplace for young women today to have children out of wedlock.


But in Joseph and Mary’s time, the mere insinuation that such a thing had happened was quite literally enough to get a young woman killed by stoning or worse. The truth is that the social judgment against such things then was rather similar to what we witness today in much of the Mideast today.

Mary was a young girl, by most estimates probably around 14 years of age. She was espoused – promised – to Joseph, but the couple were not yet married. Hence Mary’s protestation at the announcement by the angel, “How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?”

How indeed could it be that the virgin girl might bear a son? The angel Gabriel explained it, but the words must have seemed surreal and impossible. “The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.” 

Now the angel had already appeared six months prior to Elisabeth, Mary’s cousin, to announce that Elisabeth and Zacharias would have a son, despite Elisabeth’s advanced age and supposed barren state. That news was incredible enough, but at least Elisabeth and Zacharias were married and had wished to be parents.


Also, there was no suggestion that Elisbath’s pregnancy might be initiated by any means other than the usual one. No – Mary’s situation and position was absolutely unique in all the history of the world.

Imagine it, a young girl, in tiny backwards Galilee, visited by an angel and told she would bear a son who was the very Son of God. How do you tell your family? How do you tell your future husband? How do you simply maintain your own sanity?


It requires a strength of character and person that is difficult for us to imagine. It requires a devotion to God and a faith that is beyond challenge. 


But this girl was no ordinary country girl. The choice of Mary to bear the Son of God was no accident. Consider these things about Mary that we know.


She was a daughter of the House of David, and therefore of Royal linage, despite her low status in the world. So too was Joseph of the House of David. She was pure and virginal, and thus the birth of Jesus was not an ordinary birth in any sense.


She was valued by God and the angels so much that when the angel Gabriel addressed her, it was as “thou that art highly favoured.”
 Further, that God was already with her. “Blessed art thou among women.”
 

Also, that her Son would be great. “He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.”
 


But surely there must have remained that fear in her mind.


“What if no one believes me? What if they are all convinced that I have been unfaithful?” Such a conclusion would have been her death.


And yet Mary had faith and put her whole trust in God. “And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And the angel departed from her.”
 

The angel departed from Mary, but God does not depart from us – for He is always with us.

Let us pray.


Lord, help us to have the same faith and trust that Mary had when Your angel Gabriel told her the blessed news of the impending birth of Your Son. Let us be possessed with the same Peace and strength of character as we face opposition for following You in all things. Of Your unending mercy we pray. Amen.
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By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
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