Sermon for Thursday, March 31
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
TEXT:

But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.
HOMILY:


Just who was this Saint Thomas who so famously doubted whether the other Apostles had actually seen the Risen Christ? Why did he doubt what they told him, and why is he important to us today?


We know that he was called “Didymus” – which means “the twin”. We know that he was a fisherman. Other than these things, we know precious little about the “Doubter”.


Now, a fisherman is a person who has experienced many hardships and trials in their life. They have lived through not only the dangers and struggles of the sea, but of the bone-wearying work of pulling and setting nets. They have lived through storms and through becalmings.


As every fisherman knows, there are times when no matter how good you are with line and hook and net, you simply do not catch anything. Perhaps the bait is wrong, or the sea is wrong, or perhaps the fish have simply moved to another area.


People who live this life tend to be quite hard to impress, and they want to actually see and count the reward of their life before they celebrate it. 


Perhaps this tendency is part of why Thomas, when told by his fellow Apostles that they had seen the Risen Christ, doubted and insisted on seeing for himself before he would accept their statements. It was not, we may suspect, that he did not believe that it was possible that Christ was risen, but rather only that he wanted to see for himself.


Of course, Thomas had seen many of the miracles that Jesus had performed, and so he knew first-hand of the power of our Lord.


But Thomas also had declared earlier his willingness to die alongside Jesus, were that necessary. He even urged his fellows to travel with Jesus to see the dead Lazarus, though clearly he believed that they risked life in doing so. 


“Then said Thomas, which is called Didymus, unto his fellow disciples, Let us also go, that we may die with him.”
 This was no shrinking violet, and no fearful man. 


But the profoundly rational Thomas also challenged Jesus when our Lord told his gathered Disciples at the last supper that they would follow in his way and to where he would lead them, protesting, “Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way?” 
 Of course, like the other Apostles, Thomas often did not understand what Jesus was telling them. 


He presumed that Jesus spoke of some physical place to which He would journey, when He actually was referring to His own death and resurrection.


“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.”
 


And just in case they were hesitant to follow Him, Jesus reminded them all, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” 


After these things, we hear little of St. Thomas the Apostle, though because of his doubt he is well-known to us. But despite his doubts, once he saw Jesus, and by some accounts touched Him, all Thomas’s doubts were erased and he became one of the most prolific and earnest of the Disciples in converting others.

Like many of the Disciples, this man of Galilee was to travel to many places to spread the Gospel after Jesus’ death. 


He is believed to have travelled to Tamilakam in India to spread the Gospel and found churches. He even managed to convert the king and his family there, but was eventually murdered by soldiers who stabbed him with spears. As a result of his work in India, he is often regarded as the Patron Saint of India.


If he was at first reluctant to accept the resurrection of Jesus based on the statements of others, there can be no doubt that once he had himself witnessed the risen Jesus, he devoted himself entirely and devotedly to the faith and its propagation.


Sadly, many of us often are reluctant to accept that which we cannot see, touch or measure as well. But as Jesus chastised Thomas, “Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.” 


Let us pray.


Lord, grant to us such faith that we need not see everything You have told us in order to believe, but instead accept all things that You have said. Let us follow the examples of Blessed Thomas and all Your Saints in becoming so assured of the Truth of Your Word that we can carry Your Gospel to all people everywhere. This we pray to the Glory of Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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