Sermon for 03/10/2016

By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

TEXT:

And as he went out of the temple, one of his disciples saith unto him, Master, see what manner of stones and what buildings are here! And Jesus answering said unto him, Seest thou these great buildings? there shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.
HOMILY:


We so often mistake form for reality, style for meaning, and appearance for substance. We want the newest and fastest car, and the biggest house, and we want that corner office with the window.

We see a big house, with a well-trimmed yard, and we think the people who live there must be wealthy and successful. They may in fact be hopelessly in debt, fighting every day over bills and have a terrible life, while the person down the street with the modest home may be living comfortably and happily within their means.


During this election cycle we have watched and listened to claims and counter-claims about the various candidates, any of which have no basis in reality whatsoever. The very same person who is lauded by one commentator as a hero and a gentleman, interested in the success and safety of the nation and its people, is skewered by another as a treasonous, cowardly liar.


Our media is filled with slickly-dressed and made-up so-called experts, who blather on and on about things they know nothing about and care less. They assure us that they work for the network, and so they know what is best for us.  


People who were brought up in the country are often amazed at the pretense of sophistication and culture that cities offer, only to find to their disappointment that they have mistaken appearance for reality.


Too often we mistake those things for the real thing.

Jesus brought His disciples to the great City of Jerusalem with him as he prepared for His great conflict with the Pharisees. They were fishermen, laborers, tax collectors, all from the smaller communities in northern Israel.


As they beheld the city, they were amazed, and said so. “Master, see what manner of stones and what buildings are here!”
 But Jesus cautioned them not to be so impressed by what they saw, saying, “Seest thou these great buildings? there shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.”


All the great buildings of Jerusalem would not and could not stand before the onslaught of Babylon, or Rome, never mind the might of God. All the collected armies of Rome could not stand before His might.


There are people who choose where and how to worship based on such things. They look for the biggest columns out front, and the most colorful windows, and which minister wears the fanciest suits. But these criteria are meaningless.


They should instead be seeking out the one who most closely follows the word of God, and who lives his life by that word, and shares it with others. 


As Jesus said, “Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.” 
 Their fruit, then, is the criteria by which they should be judged. 

The fastest, fanciest car is worthless if we cannot travel in it honestly and devoutly and in compliance with God’s will.

Likewise, the biggest, most luxurious home is only a building if we do not have family, and love and security in it. I know people who have invested hundreds of thousands of dollars in homes, only to find out that they built on areas where flooding is a frequent and devastating occurrence. 

We should concern ourselves instead with being faithful to God, because truly the time will come when none of those ephemeral things will matter any longer. 
If we are faithful to God, Jesus assures us, then He will be with us even in the worst of times. He will give us strength to fight our battles, wisdom to know how to fight, and even the very words to speak.

In those most terrible of times, when brother turns against brother, families are rent asunder and evil seems triumphant, we may find ourselves given up to the en emy, but even then we should not fear. “But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost.” 


So, don’t worry about that fancy car, or home, or clothes. Don’t spend all your time seeking riches and those things that come from them. Spend your time instead chasing the things that really matter – faith, hope, mercy, charity and love.

Let us pray.


O Lord, keep us focused always on Your will and way, that we be not blinded and deceived by the wiles of the world. Let us not seek riches, but the riches of Your love. Let us only seek the wealth of Your wisdom. Let us glory only in Your faith. This we pray in Jesus’ Holy Name. Amen.
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