Sermon for 02-18-2016
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
TEXT:

Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep.

HOMILY:


Each time we read about Jesus in the scriptures, we find another way to think of Him, another way to see Him, another way to relate to Him. Each of them is true, but each is only a part of the truth.


Plato observed that we are as men in a cave, observing the world only as shown to us as shadows against a wall of the cave. Thus, Plato said, we see the world imperfectly and incompletely at best, and in total and utter confusion and error at times. 


Similarly, as we consider the reality of the Son of God, we are simply unable to fully understand or comprehend Him.


However, there are many things we do know of Jesus.


Let us consider some of the ways we can view our Lord.


He is the author of our faith and our salvation. He is both our beginning and our end – the Alpha and the Omega. He is the Son of God, co-equal with the Father and second person of the Trinity – the Christ of God. 

As Son and Image of God, he is Head of the Church, our High Priest and Counselor, and Advocate. He is our Salvation and is the Bread of our Life. As the Son of God, he is the Word of God incarnate.


As the only Begotten of the Father, He is the King of the Jews and is the Light and Life of the World.

He is the Prince of Peace, and Consolation of Israel, the Cornerstone of our Faith and Hope, our Leader, Lawgiver and Commander.


He is the Prince of Peace, and our Redeemer, Resurrection and Life. He is the Faithful Witness of all that God has said, and the heir of all things in heaven and Earth.


He is the Branch of the Family of God, the true vine, through whom we claim our salvation. He is our Immanuel, the Great Jehovah, the Just One of God. He is the Great I Am, Lord of All, our Passover and the Rock of our Salvation.

He is the truth, the dayspring from on high, and the desire of nations. He is our witness and the Shepherd and Bishop of our very souls.


And, he is the Door. That is, He is the one way by which we may obtain salvation and everlasting life. The one and only way by which we can follow the commands of God and be forgiven our sins.


As He states it in the Gospel of Matthew, “Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.” 


The Door is narrow – and it will permit only those who follow in His ways to pass through it. 

Each of these ways is a different – and true – way to perceive God. Each offers us a glimpse into the reality that is our Lord and Savior. But each is incomplete. Even this entire list is incomplete, because it offers only a limited and finite understanding of an infinite God.


Such an understanding can never be complete or accurate, but it can give us a glimpse into a reality that we can dimly perceive.


Throughout history, men have striven to offer new ways to perceive God – each provided through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Each new way to describe our Lord gives us some new way to understand a facet of God, but just as we can see only some stars when we look into the night sky, we can understand and perceive only a limited part of our God.


I am reminded of the experiment that many of us were taught as children to “see” an eclipse of the sun. We were shown how to punch a hole in a sheet of paper, then hold the paper so that the light from the sun shines through the tiny pinprick hole onto another piece of paper. 

Thus we could “see” the eclipse as reflected, but not as we might have seen it looking directly at the sun. 


On the other hand, had we looked directly at the sun, we would have damaged our eyes.


So it is with God. We cannot hope to understand Him fully, and so we use limited explanations that we can understand without harm to ourselves. 


That pinhole through which the sun shined for us at the time of an eclipse is like that narrow door – but it is only through that door that we can hope to see and experience God.


Let us pray.


O God, whose brightness is beyond our capacity to understand or to bear, help us to witness Your Glory by whatever means can give us a way to perceive You clearly. We are not worthy to see You directly, yet we seek your Glory always. Of Your mercy we pray. Amen.
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