Sermon for the 15th Sunday After Trinity
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
TEXT:

NO man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

HOMILY:


Who will you serve? The question is not quite as simple as it seems, although its obvious meaning is also applicable.


In addition to the obvious meaning – that is – will you choose to serve God or the devil, there is the somewhat more slippery question of what will be the primary focus of your attention, your energy, your attention and your desire.


We do live in a word of dichotomy – a world of polar opposites. There is good, and there is evil. The two do not and cannot share ground. The mushy thinking of those who claim that there is a middle ground, that there is what used to be called “moral relativity”: a situation in which nothing is good or bad, but should be viewed in some other context, is misleading at best, and dangerous.

It will lead to error and to sin.


As noted by theologian Matthew Henry in his Commentary On The Whole Bible, “Worldly-mindedness is as common and as fatal a symptom of hypocrisy as any other, for by no sin can Satan have a surer and faster hold of the soul.”


By this he means that letting go of the Godly, Biblical standards of morality, of right and wrong, of judgment, is a sure sign of error, for it is evidence of the lessening of respect and honor of God’s Word in favor of the error and foolishness of man.


When a man chooses and accepts the praise of man and of the respect and rewards of the world rather than the pursuit and worship of God and His kingdom, then he has chosen evil and sin over Good and Righteousness.


The signs of having made this foolish and short-sighted choice are many.


Does he covet and seek the wealth of the world rather than the wealth of faith?


Remember the scriptural warning about this: “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”


If your treasure, your desire, your attention, your energy, your passion, is given to earthly wealth and its gathering, then you give all to the world and leave nothing valuable for God. But we are to give to God our “first fruits.”

Instead, man should give of his best, his most precious, to God thus making the service of God his first desire and pursuit, not some left-over. 

Consider that at the last day, we cannot turn to the earthly treasures that we might have stored away and cared for so deeply and say to them, “In you do I have hope,” for they are then nothing. 

Instead, we must have “layed up our treasures in heaven, where they do not rust, or decay, and thus having given our very best to God, we can turn to Him and say, “Thou art my hope and my salvation – in thee have I trusted.”
Now this caution: There are those who will give to “good causes,” but not to the Glory of God and the love of His people, but rather only to gain the approval and admiration of other people.
They are like the Pharisee who stood alone in the temple and prayed – mostly to himself – his thanks that he was not like other men. “God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.” 
 

Ask yourself – what did the Pharisee value? Where was his treasure? ‘I am better than others. I am not a common working man. I am honored and above this rabble.’ IS that laying up treasure on earth, or in heaven?

This is why the performance of what might on first glance seem good works may not in fact be done to the glory of God, but rather only as a dead act of glorifying the self.

Things done for hypocritical reasons are worthless and mean in the sight of God.


You cannot serve two masters, for surely at some point they will go differing ways – and when they do, you cannot follow them both. At that point, you must make a choice.

You will have to decide whether to serve the one – which will involve abandoning the other, or the other way around.


It may sometimes seem that if we choose to serve God that we have a harder or less successful life. Indeed, it is true that the choice to serve God is often held in contempt and disdain by some of our fellow man. 


But we then have chosen to follow God rather than our fellow man, and it is His approval that matters. 


Then too, our fellow man have also chosen who they will serve, and it is not God, and we should be mindful of who it is that they have chosen to serve.


Who will you chose to serve?

Let us pray.


Lord, grant us the consolation of know that our choice to follow You is the right one. Remind us of Your mercy and faithfulness towards us, and keep us always mindful of You. This we ask in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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