Sermon For Trinity XIV
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
TEXT:

I SAY then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.
HOMILY:


Walk in the Spirit. Follow the ways of God. 


We know that we are called to follow God’s wishes and Commandments, but we so often think that we cannot do it. We are sure that we do not have the strength or the character to avoid sin and error.


St. Paul, however, urges to always make the attempt. Always be mindful of what God’s calls us to do and to be, and let that mindfulness guide our thoughts and actions. If we will do that – if we will let our entire lives be a living, breathing statement of that question that ornamented the wrists of so many of our children a few years ago – ‘What would Jesus do?’ – then we will find the strength and the motivation to avoid the sins of the flesh.


“I SAY then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.”




Why is this necessary? Why do we find ourselves so easily led astray and into sin? 

Jesus made it very clear.


“Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”


Indeed, as St. Paul suggests, “the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other”
 That is, if we rely upon, and follow, the notions of our human selves and notions, we are doomed to be in error. 

On the other hand, we are also drawn by our spiritual selves, our divine origins, our God-ward longing, to follow a more pure and righteous path. We simply need guidance and help to get onto the right path and stay on it.


Now, Paul was making another point as well.


That is that Christians, by virtue of their acceptance of the righteousness of  Jesus, are no longer under the commands of the law, but are rather new creatures of the Spirit. They are forgiven and changed from the old sinful man, devoted to earthly things and sin, into the new Christ-following man.

So that, if you walk in the Spirit, you shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. The pursuit of earthly, sinful, slovenly desires will simply no longer even appeal to he who has become a follower of Jesus Christ, devoted instead to righteousness.


In this manner, the commandments of the law are fulfilled without our even being under that law.

The Christian is, then, free from the law, but devoted instead to the spirit which created the law. We no longer require the law to follow the commandments of God, but we do so of our own volition.


For the Christian, following the Commandments is not something that we “must” do, it is something we WANT to do because following those Commandments is something that has become as natural to us as formerly violating those Commandments was natural.


Now there are always those who would wish to try to use freedom from the law as an excuse to violate the law.


That attempt is bound to failure, St. Paul notes.


To begin with, the person who would view the freedom from the law as an excuse to violate it has never truly accepted the  saving righteousness of Jesus in the first place. That person has only fooled themselves, for God assuredly is not mocked.

Instead, the person who would return to sin immediately has never truly left the embrace of the devil.


But the Christian is different.


The Christian is changed – in mind, body and soul.


The Christian, rather than trying to serve the lusts of the flesh, turns his attention to serving others in love – thus truly living out what Jesus called the second greatest of the commandments – that we are to “love our neighbors as ourselves,” and by so doing, we honor and glorify God who ordered us to do so.

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law,” 
says St. Paul.

This is what righteousness is all about.


For the Christian, the law is not needed, because we follow it without the punishment it requires. For the Christian, the law does not apply, because we are already granted forgiveness and are already led to righteousness without it.


For the Christian, the law is superfluous, because it is not truly directed at them.


For the Christian, holiness is accomplished without the law, because holiness and righteousness are not based on the law, nor found in the law, nor assured by the law.


Those things come only from God, who surpasses all law.


And, if we then walk in the Spirit, the law will not apply to us, because in it nothing can be found to condemn us.


Let us pray.

 
Guide us, Lord, to walk in the Spirit. Let us be free from the corruption and evil of the lusts of the flesh, and of all temptation to evil. Let us instead be called to love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness and temperance. This we pray of Your eternal mercy. Amen.
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