Sermon for the Seventh Sunday After Trinity
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

TEXT:


The Collect: LORD of all power and might, who art the author and giver of all good things; Graft in our hearts the love of thy Name, increase in us true religion, nourish us with all goodness, and of thy great mercy keep us in the same; through Jesus Christ our Lord. In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.

HOMILY:


Our nation has been rocked in recent days by the senseless murder of five police officers in Texas, and more in Missouri, Georgia and Tennessee. These deaths followed the shootings of two young men, one in Baton Rouge, and one in Minnesota by police.


The hearts of all honest and sensible people are breaking as we watch hatred and distrust literally tear our nation apart. As a result of these events, we are witnessing calls for ever-increasing violence both in support of and in opposition to both law enforcement and those who do not like the police.


It is a spiral into insanity which is actually more frightening than the violent events which promoted it. We hear cries going up from our land, pleading for calm, for restraint, for understanding, and for peace.


What are we to do?  How should we respond to these events? Do they portend the end of times? This is a time when many, if not most of us are in shock, pain and despair. 

The pulpit is never a place for politics, but I will say that we suffer from a failure of leadership on all sides. Those from every side are pointing fingers, trying to make political points and making slimy excuses rather than stepping forward to assume leadership and put an end to these attacks on our very nation. 

A day before the events in Dallas, Texas, I was involved in an internet conversation with the Rt. Rev. Damian Mead – Bishop of Great Britain. It was not a discussion about these things, but rather about what is probably our best course of action in response to them.


The discussion centered on the question – “How do you pray?”


Bishop Mead offered that, while he personally finds comfort and solace in the ancient words of the Liturgy and the Daily Prayers as found in the Book of Common Prayer, he sometimes finds that the use of “Arrow Prayers”, which are brief, extemporaneous prayers addressed to God on whatever question or need we find ourselves facing, are quite effective. Extemporaneous, or “off the cuff” prayer is for many people the most honest and heart-felt manner of conversing with God.
Others find they have trouble putting the words together to express what they feel, and for them, the structured and beautiful prayers of the Book of Common Prayer or other sources may give them the words, or the inspiration to find the right words.
Arrow Prayers are used to pray about the events of our daily lives as they happen. They need not be long, or especially polished, but they are genuine, heart-felt appeals to God on the small choice points that so often make up those daily events in our lives.

For instance, we might pray for help making a decision, or taking a necessary step.

We need not worry about finding the precisely right word in such prayer, because they are often simply cries for help. They may consist of only a word or two.

They may be in response to some emergency, or perhaps for guidance as we start on some new endeavor. And, of course, they may well be prayers of thanksgiving, because as we are blessed, we should never forget to give thanks for those blessings which we enjoy.

Other times when we might use such prayer is at the time of temptation, or perhaps when we request intercession for someone else, or guidance for ourselves. We also might pray for blessings on others. Surely there can be few better ways to obey the commandment to love others as ourselves.

However you find the way to lift your concerns, fears, needs, wants and desires to God, do so. Whether you choose to have a personal, intimate and very private conversation with God, or whether you lean to the majestic words of our corporate prayers, know that He listens to all prayers - and answers all prayers. That said, remember that sometimes the answer is yes, sometimes it is no, and sometimes it is not right now.
 

As for this moment in our national life, we need to pray individually and corporately for guidance for our nation, our leaders and our people.
In the past we have had times at which our nation was attacked from without. At this time, we are being attacked from within – which is like a cancer eating us apart.

We need the help of the Great Healer, to cure the hatred from our minds, the evil from our hearts, and the sin from our souls. Without the help and guidance of our Blessed Lord, we are surely lost. But with His guidance and a sure reliance on His Grace, we can emerge from this time of deep national illness, to find health and peace in His Love. We can be forgiven our sins, and find from that forgiveness, eternal life.

As blessed St. Paul reminded the Church at Rome in today’s Epistle, “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”


So perhaps the first prayer we should set before God this day is this one; "Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner."

Let us pray.


Lord, forgive our sins as a nation and a people, we pray, for we have gone far astray. Guide us back into the ways of love and charity, in which we respect and honor each other, and do not seek to harm each other for petty and foolish reasons. Our people are sore troubled and in great tumult. Let us again find Your Peace. In Jesus’ Name we pray. Amen.
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