The Fourth Sunday After Trinity
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
TEXT:

I RECKON that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.
HOMILY:


Generation after generation it is observed that things are getting worse, and that it has never been as bad as it is now. “When I was a boy,” the old folks say, “we had to walk four miles to school, in the snow, uphill in both directions.”


“These young people,” they say, “they have no respect, they have no work ethic, they have no …” You know the routine.

Today is terrible, they opine, and the best days are behind us.

The reality is, however, that EVERY generation has felt this way, and if you read what each one has said about those who come after, you can only be struck by how much they all sound alike. 

Consider that St. Paul wrote these words in his letter to the Church at Rome almost 2,000 years ago.

Now, Paul referred to the struggles and trials that the fledgling Christian Church faced. Christians in his day – much as today – were persecuted, lied about, and faced terrible trials every day for their devotion to their faith.

In the same way, Christians today in many places face persecution, slander and discrimination for simply following their beliefs. Some have lost their jobs, or lost promotions.  Others have been sued and have lost businesses and livelihoods, as well as their life savings.

In the middle-east, Christians face being killed for their faith every day. In the last ten years, we have seen a once-thriving Christian community in Syria decimated, as well as communities in Iraq, and in Egypt. In the cradle of Christianity, there are now almost no Christians left alive.

The fanatical movements of the Taliban and ISIS have slaughtered hundreds of thousands.

Yet – despite all of that, St. Paul’s words echo in our ears.  “I RECKON that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.”
     



Consider this. Whatever we may suffer – deprivation, persecution, slander, even torture or death – these are NOTHING compared with the glory of Heaven which awaits the Christian. 

Let me stop here to note that the apologists for Islam would say that this is the same claim that they make, and that our faiths are therefore similar. Nothing, however, could be farther from the truth. 


Islam praises those who inflict persecution in the name of their so-called faith. Christianity praises those who ENDURE persecution. Islam calls on its followers to kill those who are not believers. Christianity calls on Christians to forgive and to love those who do not believe, and to share the Gospel with all those who are willing to hear it.


We do not know exactly what the future holds.


We do not know the places or the times when God will act or when Jesus will return in His Glory to judge the world.


But we do know what that judgment will be based on, because He has told us. We have His Commandments, and we have the Gospels. All we ever need is contained in that work.


And so St. Paul calls on us to be faithful, to be patient, to be devoted to the Gospel. 


“I RECKON that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.”
  


Yes, we may face trials for our faith.


We may be called names, or looked down upon, or face unfair and unjust persecution because we are Christians. We may lose jobs, or reputations, or money, or possessions because we hold fast to our faith.

But in this case, our trials and misfortune become our glory. The pain we endure will be counted in our favor by God. The trials we endure with patience and grace will be evidence by which we are judged worthy.


The trials which we face are necessary, and were foretold by Christ Himself, due to the reality that the world is evil. But the Heaven to which we aspire is our freedom from that evil, and from the devil. 


Remember that in Heaven, all fear, all want, all doubts and fears, all need is relieved, replaced by the wondrous grace and fullness of joy in Christ.


Finally, remember this as well. When you are faced with the evils of the world, remember that your reaction to that evil speaks a world about your faith. Do you let it disturb you terribly, and lose your control, or do you react with peace and love, and thus become an example to those who are overcome with evil, and thus perhaps even motivate them to leave evil behind and come to faith? 



Then truly it will be clear that the sufferings of this time do not compare to the glory which is to come. 

Let us pray.

Keep us Lord in faith and blessed assurance of the time to come, that we may with strength and grace endure the present trials and be a reflection to the world of Your Love, Your Forgiveness and Your Mercy to all people. This we ask to the greater Glory of Your Name. Amen.
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