Second Sunday After Trinity
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

TEXT:
“But whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?  My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.”
  In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,  Amen.
HOMILY:
Love is surely the most celebrated emotion of all time.
Yet with all the songs, the poetry, the novels and stories, it is also one of the most misunderstood and, frankly, misused of emotions as well. 
The Greeks tried to dispel the misunderstanding by dividing up the meanings of love into differing relationships.  They proposed that “Eros” was that rushing, overpowering passionate love between a man and a woman that makes us take leave of our senses and become overwhelmed with passion. 
This is the love depicted in literature and music, in which people swoon for each other, and act in all sorts of foolish ways, as if in some kind of trance.  But from this state also comes jealousy, and all the evils that attend that possessive insanity that is jealousy. 
The ancient Greeks called this love “Eros”, which means intimate love, which stems from the need to be one with the other in either a physical or emotional sense.  But this kind of love at least implies a sense of possession – of ownership.
But love cannot come from the need to own someone, because that ownership itself is destructive to the object of the desire.
No, love is rather the desire for the best for that other.  Love is the desire that the other, rather than the self, be uplifted, be rewarded, be celebrated, and experience only the very best of what life can offer.  Love is the devoutly-held desire that another be first in all things.
This is that love that the Greeks referred to as “agape”, which is self-sacrificial.  This is not the romantic love of “eros,” nor is it the friendship or brotherly love of “philia.”
Instead this is the pure love from and of God.  It is different in character, nature and expression from the other forms, and is the actual being of love.
As St. John tells us, “Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us.”
  How much more sacrificial could God possibly be than to give Himself for us that we could be reconciled to Him and to the Father?  Our Lord is the supreme example of love, giving His life for us, by suffering for our sins, though He did no wrong and deserved no punishment.
And, St. John calls us to reflect and display that same kind of “agape” love in our own lives:  “My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.”

John’s call to this kind of love follows his caution for what we deserve if we fail to cultivate “agape” for our fellows:  “He that loveth not his brother abideth in death.  Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer:  and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.”

How can it be that the failure to love each other makes us murders?  If we cannot love one another, support one another, take care of one another, then we surely cannot protect one another and ensure each other’s safety and well-being.  In a world in which we are all under attack from the powers of evil, this means that we give our assent to all the evil that the world can bring to bear upon us when we could have prevented it.
This is direct disobedience of our Lord’s command – “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.  By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.”

So not only do we obey our Lord’s own command when we love one another, but in that loving, we give to the world the sign that we are His followers.
“Agape” love is an act of the will.  It is the willful, conscious decision to love others as God has loved us – because He has loved us – and has commanded us to likewise love the rest of His creation.  It is not always our first choice or preference to love our fellows. 

It is God’s choice that we do so.

I am reminded of an elderly gentleman who drove a school bus for the little school I attended as a child.  His was a bus filled with ruffians and hooligans, it seemed, and we were always giving him grief of one kind or another.  I will never forget his answer to me one day when, in a fit of fifth grade bravado, I asked him why he was so nice to us, even when we acted so badly.

He just looked at me with his weary eyes and said with a grin, “I can’t help it – I just love you!”

It isn’t that we deserve to be loved – we all know that we often do not deserve love.  But as God is love and therefore loves His creation, so we as His creation are to love others:  “Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us:  and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.”
  This is the mark of the Christian. Love – agape love – given freely to God’s creation just as He has given that same love to us.

Let us pray.

Dear Lord, as You have loved us, so let us love Your creation, following Your commandment that we love one another.  Remind us always that we seek to see You in others, and have them see You in us.  Let us always show forth Your love in all that we do, Lord.  This we ask in the Name of Him who loved us that we might be saved, the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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