The Vigil of the Nativity of John The Baptist
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TEXT:

Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,  Amen.
HOMILY:


Have you ever thought to yourself, “I would love to be the one God used to do some great thing,” but then thought, “No, God would never choose me. I’m not good enough for that.”


Don’t be so sure.


God chooses who He wills to do His work, and the choices often do not seem at first to make sense or to be the ones we might make. But God knows things about us that we ourselves do not know.


Consider that Moses was a murderer, but God chose him to lead the children of Israel out of bondage in Egypt. David was an adulterer, but God made him king over the Israelites and one of the most revered leaders of all time. Indeed – Jesus is of the House of David through both His mother, Mary, and Joseph.


Numerous Saints, too, had lives that were not particularly holy before they were chosen. 

In truth, none of us are worthy of being chosen by God to do His work. But God gives us the strength, the wisdom, the skills and the words we need to carry His message and spread His Word. He chooses, not us. 


That is what a “calling” is all about. It is not that the person being called necessarily wants to do the work, it is, rather, that God is calling to them to do it, and they find eventually that they cannot resist that call.


This day in the church year, we celebrate the vigil of the nativity of John the Baptist. 


Now, John’s parents, Zacharias and Elisabeth, had long prayed to have a child, but well into their old age, they had no children. Still, they remained true to God and devoted to the church.


And so, Zacharias was startled when an angel of God appeared to him in the church, and told him plainly that he would have a son. Zacharias was doubtful, to say the least. As a result, he was struck dumb – unable to speak - by the Angel Gabriel, until Elisabeth was found to be pregnant.


Elisabeth was so stunned to find herself expecting that she hid herself for five months. (This gives a whole new meaning to be careful what you ask for, doesn’t it?)


This child that would be born to Zacharias and Elisabeth was John the Baptist – he who would be “the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”
 


This is he who would live in the wilderness, wearing clothing made from camel’s hair and a leather belt, and eating wild locusts and honey. This is he who would baptize others in water from the River Jordan, and who would arouse the anger of the Pharisees by telling them to repent, “saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 


And when some of the Pharisees and Sadducees did come out to be baptized by John, he rebuked them further, saying, “O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?”
 

John, however, warned those who he baptized that “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire:”

Then, Jesus Himself came to John to be baptized, but John was horrified – perceiving at least dimly who it was that that came to him.


“I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?”


Jesus, however, insisted, so that the laws of Israel would be fulfilled.


But – unlike every other baptism that had ever before then – or since – was performed, when Jesus came back out of the water of the River Jordan, “the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”


God had selected, not some highly-educated, deeply revered holy man to announce the coming of His Son, but John – the son of a humble priest whose job it was to oversee the burning of incense in the church and an old woman.

We never know who God will choose, or why. We never know when that call will come, or to whom. What we do know is that when the call comes, those called cannot refuse.


John answered the call – and was eventually beheaded for his trouble. 


Let us pray.


Dear Lord, You call who You will to serve You. Let us be found worthy for that call, and let us be always ready to answer Your call to whatever tasks you set before us. This we pray to the greater Glory of Your Name. Amen.
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