Sermon for the Feast of Corpus Christi
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
TEXT:

Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you. Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.
HOMILY:

Today we celebrate the Feast of Corpus Christi – Latin for ‘the Body of Christ.’ The reality of the Body of Christ is, of course, a great mystery for us, and we do not and cannot fully understand it. But, let us take five looks at the Body of Christ in order to gain some insight.


Our first image of the Body of Christ is that of an innocent baby, laying in a manger in the tiny, poor city of Bethlehem.  This child is King of all creation, and yet He is in abject poverty, as His parents are unable even to afford a room in an inn. 


Of course, while His Earthly family might be poor by man’s standards, He held in His tiny hand the power of life and death over the whole world. And, even in His innocence of birth, forces were already marshalling to try to kill Him. At the same time, people were already bring drawn to Him. Shepherds at first, then wise men from foreign lands came to praise and honor Him.

So, while we look adoringly on the baby Jesus, we know that angels are ranged about to protect this child of Heaven, and to guard Him against all ills. 

Behold the Body of Christ! He is a baby, sent to save us and born to die for us. In this tiny, sleeping infant lies our future and our hope.


Our second look at the Body of Christ is as a young man.       

From the time in His youth when he declared to His worried earthly parents, “Wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s business,” 
 to His later ministry, we see a strong, dedicated, devout man of God, who will not be diverted nor stopped. In His eyes are great understanding and compassion. In His hands and His words is the power to heal. In His heart is the love that transcends all love, even to the point of giving Himself for us. 

As He would explain to His disciples and to us, “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.”


This Body of Christ is able to withstand long fasts, wanderings throughout the area and many trials.

Now our third look at the Body of Christ. We see our Lord, beaten, bloody, weary and almost beyond recognition. He has stood trial before Pilate, who despite his own statements that he knew Jesus to be innocent of all the charges brought against Him, has nevertheless assented to crucifixion in order to save his own skin.

This Body of Christ bears the wounds of all our sins, all our wrongs. He will be nailed to a cross where He will hang and die in agony. His side will be pierced by the lance of a soldier eager to end His earthly life. But even as we watch this Body of Christ die, we know that this is not the end.

Death and the grave cannot hold Him. This Body of Christ will defeat death, evil and sin to rise again three days later. This Body of Christ bears the marks of our cruelty, but has the power and authority of God to surpass all that the devil can do.

Now we are before His altar. Now we take our forth look at the Body of Christ. Now instead of the infant of Bethlehem or that vital young man who travelled about teaching, guiding and healing, we see instead the Host of the Eucharist.

Now, instead of the bowed, beaten and bloody man beaten by the soldiers and hung on the cross, we see this Bread of Life, which feeds, strengthens and sustains us in life. This Bread of Life, given to us and for us.

As Saint Luke said, “And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me.”


This Body of Christ is for us to consume, to become one with us. This Body of Christ is given for us every time we come to His altar to receive Him. And, as we receive this Body of Christ, we do become one with Him and He with us. It is the Real Presence of our Lord and Savior – a mystery we have difficulty understanding, but which we accept on faith.

This brings us to the last of our five looks at the Body of Christ.


Look around you. Witness your brothers and sisters who share with you in the fellowship and worship of Jesus. We are become the Body of Christ.


As Our Lord said, “I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.”
 


Behold, you are part of the Body of Christ. He is the vine, and we are the branches. We are His own, and in Him and through Him we can do His will. 


Let us pray.


Dear Lord, let us be Your body in the world. Let us be Your hands to do Your work, Your voice to carry Your word to the world, Your heart to bring Love to all people. On this Feast Day of Your Blessed Body, keep us always in remembrance that we are Yours. Of Your blessed mercy we pray. Amen.
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