Sermon for Sunday Next Before Advent
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
TEXT:

Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that they shall no more say, The Lord liveth, which brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt; but, The Lord liveth, which brought up and which led the seed of the house of Israel out of the north country, and from all countries whither I had driven them; and they shall dwell in their own land.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.
HOMILY:


This passage drags our consciousness of God out of the pages of the Old Testament, and casts Him into our present-day awareness and history. No longer is God He who freed the people of Israel from Egypt only, but He is the God who frees us all from sin – wherever we may be or live.


It was an old oaths commonly used in the early days after the release from Egypt, that God liveth who freed the children of Israel from Egypt. 


Through much of the Old Testament period, this was the prime example of the mercy of God – that he freed Israel from slavery and bondage in Egypt. But soon, soon, would new blessings come – and He would free not just the Jews, but all people from sin and bondage everywhere.


The ancient children of Israel have spread throughout the Earth – they have been led out of the north country – and from all places where they have been spread, and now they live throughout the world.

But no matter where they now are, they remain the children of God and are under His protection and guidance. God does not abandon His children to the evil and variance of the world, but stands with them and protects them in all places, and in all times.


Now, consider that this was written by the Prophet Jeremiah over 600 years before the birth of Jesus Christ. Jeremiah spoke about the false worship of Baal and abuses of the Jewish Temple in his own day, but his words ring down to us to this day and we hear in them a foretelling of prophecy concerning our own times.


The people of God are spread throughout the world today – and they remain under His protection no matter where they are. And – as is appropriate – we praise God today for that protection. We recognize His great works – not only of the freeing of Israel from Egypt, but also of His freeing us.


The early miracles of God were performed through various men empowered by God. In our New Testament reading, we are reminded that the greatest of miracles was yet to come – the coming of Jesus Christ into the world to save us all – wherever we may be – from sin.


Today has what might seem a curious title in our Liturgical Calendar. It is known as the “Sunday Next Before Advent.”


But this day represents something else. It is the end of the Liturgical Church year. 


We reach this week the end of the season of Trinity, and we prepare to enter the season of Advent. Advent is the first season of the Church year – that time when we prepare for the coming of Christ as an infant human into the world to begin His earthly ministry. 


As Jeremiah prophesied a change in the way in which God would be thought of, we too prepare now for a change in our relationship with God.


Very specifically, Jeremiah cautioned the leadership of the people of Israel that God would raise up a King and a leader of all the people of God from the House of David.


We know that Jesus was born of Mary – and in the City of Bethlehem – the traditional home city of David the King. Mary was of the lineage of David, and so it was that Jesus was called the “righteous branch” of the House of David.


He would come to save and protect the people of Israel of whom Jeremiah spoke would also be the savior of many more – not just those who had been freed from captivity in Egypt, but all those who follow Him throughout the world and throughout time. Judah shall indeed be saved, Israel shall live in safety and The Lord Our Righteousness will indeed rule over us all.


As Jesus would demonstrate to His disciples later in feeding not only those disciples, but also the thousands who came out to hear and learn from Him, so too will He feed us all at the table of His altar each time we come to Him in worship.


So now as we close out this Church year, consider what He has done for you this year. This week we celebrate the civil holiday of Thanksgiving in this country, and so we can take a moment to be thankful to God for all His blessings upon us and our country this year. Consider the growth of Holy Angels Anglican Catholic Church, and all we have been blessed with – and the promises of blessing that are in our future.


Let us pray.


Dear Lord, as You have promised, be with us now, as we finish this year and in the year to come. Inspire and motivate us to prepare ourselves that we may more perfectly be Your servants in the world. To the glory of Your Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
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