Sermon for Sexagesima

By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

TEXT:


But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.
HOMILY:

There is an expression often used to express that someone has good training or has a firm foundation in a particular subject. Such a person, we say, is “well-grounded.” A scholar who is expert in a particular subject, for instance, might be said to be “well-grounded,” especially if he or she was knowledgeable about his subject of expertise, and is able to convey that knowledge to others, thus sharing what he has come to know.

Similarly, someone who is able to bring wisdom to bear to the solution of any given problem, perhaps drawing on numer0us fields of knowledge and a variety of skills, might be said to be “well-grounded.” The manager, for instance, who faces the need to sell a particular product, and is able to use skills in marketing, as well as advertising, management of personnel to select the right salesperson, motivation – to encourage the sales staff to do the very best job, and evaluation to determine if the sales strategy is working and perhaps could be improved, could well be said to be “well-grounded.”

So, when Jesus uses the term “the good ground” to describe those people who are the very best followers of God, we can understand what He was telling his listeners and apostles in a way that cuts through all doubt and leaves us with a clear picture of what He meant. That is, of course, the reason He often taught and spoke in parables – to teach the core of His message with clarity and power.
To be the very best followers of God, we need to be well-grounded. We need to have good training and a solid foundation in the scriptures. To have that foundation, we need to be not just occasional partakers of the Gospel, but deeply familiar with and versed in those scriptures. We need to know the history of the church, and be comfortable with the traditions of the church.

We must be able to bring every skill we possess to bear to the task of spreading and sharing that Gospel message.
The best followers also possess an “honest and good heart” – meaning that if we proclaim the Gospel, we must not just use the words, but live them as well. As the current saying goes, we must “Not just talk the talk, but walk the walk.”

Someone with an “honest and good heart” is open to the whole message of God, not just his or her favorite parts, or the parts that they think benefit them only. Being honest about the word means understanding that it is ALL intended for us, not just bits and pieces. 

We all love the words, “love thy neighbor as thyself,” but how well do we live up to them? How well are we able to see Christ in others, not just seek a vision of Him in our mirror? And, if we find ourselves unable to see Him in others, do we give up, or do we turn to our Lord and ask Him to show us HOW to see Him in others?

It isn’t an easy thing – and it is not “natural” to us to see the best in others. We are prone to justify ourselves and judge others. God understand this – and is willing to help – but we have to ask Him, and we need to seek His help. We need to work to be “well grounded.” We need to listen to His Word.

And, “having heard the word, keep it.”

How many of us have had the experience of coming to this altar, and praying, and, we believe, being forgiven for our sins as we ask, then even the very same day, going forth from this church and doing the very same things that we know we should not do?

Our Lord, who experienced all the temptations that we do, told us plainly that He understands this. “Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
 His solution? Watch – pay attention to ourselves and what we do, and PRAY – ask the Father for help.
Like so many things, making the change in ourselves to seek Christ in others, determining to be “well-grounded” and then acting on that decision, being a good follower of God, is a skill we develop over time, with practice, correction and with God’s help.

But with His help, we can hear the Word and keep it. By doing that, Jesus said, we are the good ground. We can be well-grounded.

 And if we are that good ground, then when we receive the seeds of the Word, we will do what all fertile good ground does when seeds are planted. 

The seeds of the word will not wither and die from lack of nutrition, because we will have nutrition to offer. They will not spurt out with life, but then die, either, because we will have the honest and good heart that continues to nourish and stimulate the growth of the Word of God within us. 

We will instead, as Jesus said, “bring forth fruit with patience.”
We will then carry His Word, His Gospel, to the entire world, because that is what the well-grounded do. They are not toppled by the winds of change, and they are not shaken by resistance or opposition. They are firm, solid and powerful – firmly rooted in the Scripture and in God.

Let us pray.

Lord, let us seek Your guidance always, that we may be well-grounded in Your Word and Your will, seeking always to follow Your ways in all things. Help us to ask for Your guidance and help in all our needs and weakness. In Jesus’ Holy Name we pray. Amen.
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