Sermon for Septuagesima
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

TEXT:

THE kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which went out early in the morning to hire labourers into his vineyard.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.
HOMILY:


You have to work if you want to earn a living.

We are as those workers called to labor in the householder’s vineyard. We may have a variety of skills or tasks, but the larger job at hand is the same.

In the vineyard, some may have the task of trimming the vines. Their ability to judge what branches are fruitful, and which are simply draining the resources of the plant without producing, is needed.  Others are called to make sure the ground is clear of weeds, or brambles, or other non-producing plants.

Still others may water, taking care that each plant receives its needed share. There may be those whose job it is to gather together the clippings, and the weeds and the various other plants that are not wanted in the vineyard and to dispose of them.

There are, of course, the gatherers – who pick the fruit as it is ready and gather it together for use or further processing, as in the case of grapes used for wine, or olives that will be pressed to extract their oil.

Some may be called upon to keep the walls or hedges that surround and protect the vineyard from invaders and thieves in good shape.

So too, we may have a variety of tasks to do in God’s vineyard. Some tasks may seem at a glance to be more important, or less so, but be assured, every task is needful. Also, without every task being done – and done well – the vineyard cannot produce its best crop. There are truly no unimportant jobs to be done there.

Now – none of this is to suggest that by works we “earn” salvation. Far from it. We can of ourselves do no good thing. But it is to suggest that if we have faith, then we are compelled also to put that faith into action and do good works in the church. Indeed, I am convinced that if we have faith, then our works come naturally, for we are driven by our faith to do good works.
Many of you have heard me say that I believe that in a church, every person should have a job – for so I do believe. Every person should have his or her own claim to the success of the Church – for that is OUR ownership in the Church.

Whether we are called to greet people, to help decorate, to plan, to prepare meals, to help lead, or yes, even to minister, each of us have a job. And – make no mistake – every job is vital and necessary. All the various jobs are part of the overall mission of the Church – to worship God.
Now, there are people from time to time, who say that they need not be part of a church family in order to worship. They fail to recognize that worship is a corporate experience, in which the family – the whole family – of God, joins together to take part in worship. 
But more to the point, there are those who think they need do nothing to be part of worship. 

They are like the co-worker who does no work, and indeed hides from any work to be done, but wants to receive a raise anyway – just for showing up. It is not that the job each person does is the same.

It is that each does their own job. Each contributes in their own personal, special, valuable way, to the overall family of God. Each job, great or small, is important to the “householder” – who is God. Each job is necessary and important.

To borrow an analogy from a 20th century writer, the family of God is like a tapestry, in which each member of the family is like a thread. Each thread has a beginning and an end. Each is, of itself, only a small part of a greater whole. Each, viewed by itself, is only a minor addition to the tapestry.
But each thread adds to the greater whole, and if even a single thread was missing, the tapestry of the family would be incomplete. Without every thread in place, the tapestry is not whole. 
It is the whole, complete tapestry that the Father wants – and demands. The complete tapestry of His entire creation, joined together, working together, in unity, and in love, for the greater end – the furtherance of His Kingdom.

We are – each of us – sent into His vineyard to work for Him. We have various different skills, various different interests, and various different tasks. Some tasks may appear great, some small. 

Each is important, and each is vital. Each is necessary for the furtherance of the Kingdom.

And – as in the parable told by our Lord – at the end of the day, every laborer in the vineyard receives the same pay.

No matter what our job has been, no matter what skills we have, in the end we work toward God’s eternal reward – eternal life with Him. And – while there might be those who believe that because they came to faith early in life, and therefore labored long in His vineyard, or those who believe that what work they did was more important, the truth is that it is solely the decision of the householder – God – as to what reward there may be – and he has already told us that answer.
Let us pray.

O Lord, who loves all His children, lead us to our labor in Your vineyard, that we may please You with our service, and further Your Kingdom here. Let us always value both our own labor, and the labor of others who are our fellow laborers in Your kingdom. For Christ’s sake we pray. Amen.
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