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TEXT:

And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.
HOMILY:


Have you ever started to prepare a meal, then suddenly and probably to your horror, realized that you didn’t have the right ingredients with which to make it? Or, perhaps you have started some construction project, only to suddenly see that you had neglected to obtain the right-sized materials to do the job?


Now – you could always go ahead and try to do the job at hand with the wrong materials, but the chances of coming up with the right solution are rather slim. A pork chop dinner is not going to go well if all you have is hot dogs in the refrigerator.


If you need to build a fence, but you realize that you only have 2X2 lumber in your shed, and perhaps no nails or screws at all, you will end up with a rather poor fence.


Foundations are important. Having the right materials on hand is critical to the successful completion of the job. Furthermore, if we consider how those who see and judge our performance based on our failure to appropriately and successfully prepare will judge us, we can only cringe at the very idea of being so unprepared.


It isn’t a pretty picture.

We can imagine the onlookers commenting, “Well, he seems a nice enough fella, but not the sharpest crayon in the box.” Or, perhaps, even more cuttingly to those from the south who understand the comment, “Well, bless his heart.”


(For those not from here who perhaps don’t understand this yet, “Well, bless your heart” is NOT a nice thing to say about someone.)


Saint Paul rather pointedly makes clear that if we are wanting to do God’s work, then we must be prepared with God’s tools. Primary among those tools is charity.

Consider what our collect today says of charity: “that most excellent gift of charity, the very bond of peace and of all virtues, without which whosoever liveth is counted dead before thee.”
 That most excellent gift of charity is high praise indeed. And the importance of charity is clear – for it is called “the very bond of peace and of all virtues.”
 Not only is charity called the very bond of all virtues, but its necessity is such that without it, “whosoever liveth is counted dead before thee.”

 

So what is this most excellent gift, without which we are dead before God? Well, dictionary.com defines charity first as “generous actions or donations to aid the poor, ill, or helpless:”
 Yet, that does not seem to fit what St. Paul meant. All the way down at the seventh definition offered by the site we find this: “Christian love. Agape”


Now we are getting somewhere.


Agape – the Greek term for Godly love.  It is defined as “the love of Christians for other persons, corresponding to the love of God for humankind.” 
 So this is what St. Paul meant.


No matter how much we may know, or possess, or what skills we may have – no matter how much we try or what we do – if we are not motivated by the love that God has bestowed on us, then we are wasting our time. So much for the argument that all we must do is to “live a good life.”


St. Paul is quite clear.


Without charity – without the motivation of the Love of God – all I do is a waste. Without charity, I can do nothing that is good.


Hear this again, then:


“THOUGH I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. Charity never faileth:”


Remember what Christ said of the great commandment:


“The first and great commandment is this: Thou shalt Love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength; and the second is likeunto it; thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.”


So by having charity, we obey God’s own commandments. With charity we have the right ingredients to do our job – the right tools to do the job correctly and well.


Furthermore, with charity, we know that we cannot fail, because “charity never faileth.”


Let us pray.


Father, as our Lord Jesus has shown us to act always in mercy and charity, so grant us wisdom and grace to emulate Him in all things. Let us, as Your Son does, always act in charity and love to all Your creation. Of Your endless mercy we pray. Amen.
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