Sermon for Maundy Thursday
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
TEXT:

And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.
HOMILY:

This day we celebrate what is called “Maundy Thursday” in the church. The term “Maundy Thursday” comes from the Latin word mandatum, which means “commandment.” It refers to Christ’s telling his disciples, “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.”


Jesus’ ministry on Earth was ending, and He was preparing the disciples for His own death, as well as for what would come for them in the future. Up to this point, Jesus Himself had been the unquestioned only minister of the group, but now, they would take on themselves to be the ministers to the world. But it would be by their love for one another that they would be known, Jesus told them. “By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.”


To develop the bonds between His disciples, Jesus instituted several critical things in the church, including the Mass and the Holy Eucharist. The Eucharist and the Mass were instituted at the Last Supper, where Jesus gave us the very structure of the worship that we use to this day.

Three of the Synoptic Gospels involve themselves with the institution of the Eucharist. “And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me. Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed for you.” 


These words, so well known to us, have been passed down from the time of Jesus himself. We celebrate this Last Supper of Jesus every Sunday when we receive the body and blood of our Lord in the Holy Eucharist. Even the very words which we use in receiving our Lord are the same ones which He Himself used at the Last Supper.

With Maundy Thursday, we come to the last day of Jesus’ ministry on Earth. Tomorrow, the trial before Pilate – during which jealous and envious men will testify to lies about our Lord in order to convince the Romans to order Him killed.

So this evening, as we celebrate the Mass, consider carefully and deeply the words of the consecration of the Eucharist. Consider the sacrifice that our Lord made – and what it took for Him to sit at dinner with His disciples at dinner that last evening, knowing full well what was to come, and yet thinking of them and what they needed.


For in that night in which he was to be betrayed by one of His own 12 chosen,  Jesus “
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1took Bread; and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you; Do this in remembrance of me. Likewise, after supper, he took the Cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins; Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.”


He instructed His disciples that the bread and wine represented, and in a spiritual sense become His own body and blood, given for them in sacrifice to cleanse them (and us) from their sins. Only scant days later, His own body and blood would be given for them as He was crucified and killed.


We then pray to God the Father that our prayers and thanksgiving be acceptable before Him through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, so that we could receive the benefits of that sacrifice.

“ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness, mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion.”


Not by our own merits, nor by the merits of anything we can do or say, but by His merit we pray for acceptance and the remission of our sins.


Then consider the words at which we receive the Body and Blood of our Lord: “The Body/Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given for thee, preserve thy body and soul unto everlasting life.”


Our Lord and Savior, who thus gave himself for us, also gave to us a new commandment. “Love ye one another as I have loved you.”
 This is the sign by which we are known, and it is our Lord’s commandment to us. We must love one another as He has loved us.
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