Feast Of The Holy Innocents
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

TEXT:

THE angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word:  for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him.  When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt:  and was there until the death of Herod:  that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son.
  In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.
HOMILY:

The exile of Jesus and the Holy Family into Egypt set up a second return from the land of the Pharaohs In a reversal of events that took place several thousand years before, when Moses had led the people of Israel out of Egypt to the place now called Israel, now the Holy Family was forced to flee into Egypt to hide from the fury of Herod.

Herod the Great was King of Judea, installed by the Romans to rule over the Jews.  He was a violent and deeply suspicious man, who is reported to have killed or have had killed numerous opponents, and even family members. 

Today we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Innocents, named for the children of the Bethlehem area who Herod ordered slain in his attempt to kill the Christ child. 
Herod, we remember, had been visited by the Magi – referred to variously as the three wise men, and in the song from our youth, as the “We Three Kings” who visited Jesus to lavish gifts upon the child – who they said they sought because the ancient writings had identified the baby born in Bethlehem as the King of the Jews.

When the Magi had inquired of Herod about the child – who they assumed Herod would have known of, they inadvertently set off Herod’s mad jealous rage against the one he feared would replace him as “King Of The Jews” – which was the title he held.

And so Herod attempted to co-opt the Magi into his plot to kill the Christ child – imploring them to return and tell him as soon as they found the child – so that he could also come and worship the child.

The Magi, however, were warned by God in a dream not to reveal that they had found the child – and did not return to Herod to tell him of finding the child, but returned to their homelands by another route.

Herod, on finding himself deceived by the Magi, in a furious rage ordered that all male children in the vicinity of Bethlehem under the age of two be slaughtered.

These massacred children are the Holy Innocents whose Feast we celebrate today.  According to St. Matthew, this was also the source of the ancient prophecy, “In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be comforted, because they are not.”
 

As I read these verses earlier this week, I could not help but reflect upon the other innocents being slaughtered for the faith across the world and especially in the Mideast even today.  Indeed, the entire Christian population of much of the Middle East now stands in stark danger of being completely wiped out by Islamic fundamentalists in a massacre that dwarfs the killings perpetrated by Herod.
In Syria and Lebanon, in Egypt and in Iraq, where once there were flourishing Christian populations, now Christians are faced with the choice of fleeing for their lives, renouncing their faith or facing butchery.
As the children of Bethlehem and so many of the Saints were martyrs so many years ago, so too are the more recent victims in the area martyrs – through we seldom, if ever, hear them called such. 

The truth has been largely silenced by a vile perversion called “Political Correctness” which forbids that we identify evil as what it is and fight to overcome it.  Instead, we are supposed to overlook what is done and be tolerant of those least tolerant of our brothers and sisters in the faith.  A more seditious and suicidal approach is hardly even imaginable.

Here, we have so much for which to be thankful.  Our families, our faith, our Church are all there for us.  We are well-fed and well-kept.  If we occasionally face those who want us to not say “Merry Christmas” or wear our jewelry, we do not in general face beheadings for daring to worship our God.  We do not, in today’s more enlightened world, face the possibility of being buried up to our necks then being stoned for daring to be in each other’s presence. 
We generally are not faced with having our homes, our churches and our bodies immolated by screaming mobs of bloodthirsty savages as do so many of our brothers and sisters in faith in the Mid East. We do not have to fear our wives and daughters’ being kidnapped and sold into slavery as war trophies.

But we cannot take solace in that it isn’t happening here – yet.  We do not dare deceive ourselves with the idea that it can never happen here.  Where extremism is – so, too, is hatred and violence. 

The blood of the Holy Innocents deserves our continued vigilance and recognition. 

Let us pray.

Dear Lord, we know You are the only path to salvation.  We know that You will stand by us always in the fight.  Be with our brothers and sisters in the faith as they stand for the faith in their homelands.  Protect them from hatred and violence, we pray, and bring them to safety.  This we ask of Your eternal kindness.  Amen.

Sunday, December 29, 2016
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
 

--ooOOoo--
� Matthew 2: 13-15 (KJV)





� Matthew 2: 18 (KJV)
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