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TEXT:

And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.
HOMILY:


This is the beginning of the human life of our Lord Jesus Christ. This evening we celebrate the Feast of the Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary – dedicated to that miraculous and precious moment when our Lord came to be one of us.


We commonly think of Christmas, of course, when we think of our Lord coming to be one of us. But in truth, it was at the moment of conception when he began His life as human, just as it is true that every human life begins at conception. 


We of course have certain people in our country who would like to claim otherwise in order to try to defend their monstrous and murderous policies involving the terrible sin of abortion. We can only pray that God will shine His light into their minds and souls that they will come to see this for the evil it is, and put a stop to it forever.


But over 2,000 years ago, in the tiny village called Nazareth in the Province of Galilee in Judea, a poor young woman who was engaged to marry a man named Joseph was greeted suddenly one evening by the Archangel Gabriel.


In those words we know so well from the recitation of the Rosary, Hail Mary, full of Grace! Thou are highly favored by God and blessed art thou among women.


Now, the scripture tells us that it was in the sixth month that Mary was given the news. Mary’s cousin, Elizabeth was in the sixth month of her pregnancy with John – who would become known to us as John the Baptist.      



Nearly five hundred years before the announcement to Mary of her impending child-birth, the Archangel Gabriel had explained to Daniel when the Messiah would come, and now, the time was come.


It is worthwhile to consider the circumstances.

Mary and Joseph were engaged, but not yet married. As such, they had not been together as husband and wife. A pregnancy at this time was shocking, scandalous, and could easily have led to Mary’s death had Joseph seen fit to accuse her of infidelity. 


But that was not to be, for the same angels who notified Mary of the birth would also explain to Joseph that this child was not the result of scandal, but of God’s intervention. Joseph, being a faithful and merciful man, took the child as his own rather than rejecting him.


Soon would begin the trek that took Joseph and Mary down across Israel to Bethlehem, where the birth of the Christ-child would be accomplished. Soon would occur the events of that blessed Christmas when our Lord was born as man, come to save us. But for this moment in time, His mother, the blessed Virgin Mary, was to know of the developing life within her and to become “Theotokos” – the Greek term for “God-bearer”. 


Tonight, we celebrate the feast of her conception – which was accomplished not in the usual way, but through divine intervention.


As the angel told Mary, “Behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.” 


Just as we do not understand this, Mary, we know, did not understand how these things could be.


But the angel reassured her, telling her, “The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.” 


We cannot, and we do not understand the miracles of God. If we could understand them – they would not be miracles. But this is so central to our faith that we accept it as God’s own word.


Our Lord and Savior – Jesus Christ – who is God incarnate – came to be born of a human woman and to live and die as a human being in order to save us. 


As God He does not stand apart from us, indifferent and contemptuous of our lives, but He rather chose to live as one of us, so to fully experience what it is to be human. 


The ONLY way to understand why God would do this for us to to accept one simple, but amazing reality.


He loves us.


HE LOVES US.


That is why He was willing to be born as one of us, and it is why He was willing to die as one of us FOR us. He was willing to take on all our sins, though he had no sin Himself. He was willing to suffer all the shame, all the indignity, all the pain of the cross – because He Loves Us.


That love we now see and experience in the Feast of the Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, which we celebrate.


Let us pray.


O Lord, who came to live as one of us, to be born of the Blessed Virgin Mary, receive now our praise and thanksgiving as we commemorate Thy conception. Let heaven ring with our praises and preserve in us the wonder and joy that the words of the Archangel Gabriel bring to our hearts, Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  Amen.
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� Luke 1: 26-27 (KJV)





� Luke 1: 31-33 (KJV)





� Luke 1: 35 (KJV)
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