Sermon for the Third Sunday After Easter
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

TEXT:

And ye now therefore have sorrow:  but I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you.
  In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.
HOMILY:

There is an old joke about the man who prayed, “Lord give me patience, and do it right now!”  That illustrates a problem we all have, sometimes called a “problem with immediate gratification.”  That is – we don’t want to wait – we want to have our desires met today – right now.

We are impatient. 

Like that man who prayed for patience, “I want what I want, and I want it right now!” might well be our motto.
We get used to having everything in our lives in the flash of the moment.  Our news once came in the mail which might show up from our mother country perhaps once per month, if that.  Then came the stagecoach and the ‘Pony Express’ as it was called, and mail could make it from Missouri to California in about eight days.

Later came the mail delivery by train – the “iron horse” as it was known. Finally air mail – and the development of the huge system of delivery we came to know.

Today, even that magnificent interconnectedness is obsolete as we get our communications in literal fractions of a second via electronic mail.

We once worked years to be able to purchase what today seem ordinary things.  Families would save literally for years to buy a television set, or an automobile.  We considered ourselves fortunate to buy one pair of shoes a year, and clothing had better last several years.

We understood that for many things, we had to wait.  Those things – “well worth the wait” – as we said, took time.  Indeed – the waiting itself often added additional value to us of those things for which we waited.  The time, the effort, the desire we put into them – added to their value.

Today, we are not so good at waiting. 

Our entire culture, it seems, is designed to take the virtue of patience away from us. 

Is there something you want, but you don’t have the money?  Society tells you to get it today!  Finance it through whatever bank and trust, or loan company, or through some other mechanism.  No need to wait until you can afford it. 

We took the national economy to the brink of collapse a few years ago because we could not bring ourselves to say no to people who could not afford to buy the homes they wanted. 

Even our very families are caught up in this insanity.

Want kids, but not married?  Today, society says no problem.  Make babies out-of-wedlock – even though we know that the best way for any child to be raised is in a stable two-parent home where mother and father are present.

We seem to have forgotten the deep value that our patience and waiting assigned to what we wanted.  There is an old and true saying that absence makes the heart grow fonder but it is similarly true that prudently delaying gratification also makes the object of desire grow fonder.  Thankfully – there are things yet that are not within our feeble powers to obtain so quickly that we diminish their worth.
And, those things are not within the power of man to spoil or take from us.  Remember that all those “things” that we may want can be spoiled by man. 
A new car?  How do you feel the first time it is dented?

That new home?  What about the first time an appliance needs replacing?

Even the news we wait for – often is made irrelevant and useless by the passage of only a few minutes of time as the situation changes again – and we are left to wonder why we were so eager to hear the word in the first place.

The Psalmist urges us to wait patiently.  “Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for him:”
  Also, “I wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait, and in his word do I hope.”

Saint Paul also urged the Church at Rome to be patient:  “But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it.”

And to the Church at Thessalonica he said it was the calling of the Church, “To wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come.”

Paul made no suggestion that God should hurry up.  No impatience, but rather patience that is based on the assurance of good to come that far outweighs any current trial or tribulation.

This is the promise of the Gospel reading from today.

“And ye now therefore have sorrow:  but I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you.”
 
Today we may have troubles and sorrows.
Today we may have desires that we have only fond hopes will be fulfilled.  Perhaps they will be answered tomorrow, or perhaps at some other time – or perhaps even never.

But we must remain hopeful always, assured always, faithful always.  Our greatest hope, our greatest desire, our greatest wish – our greatest joy - surely is to once again be united with our Lord.

And THAT we are assured will come.  “Your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you.”

Let us pray.
May we always wait on You, Lord.  Grant us patience, peace and perseverance as we withstand the trials of time, temptation and terror.  Let us be free from fear and dedicated to withstand all that the enemy may throw against us so that in Your time, we may be found worthy to be called Your children.  This we pray of Your mercy.  Amen.
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