Sermon for The First Sunday After Easter
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

TEXT:

“Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you:  as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.  And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost:  whosesoever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whosesoever sins ye retain, they are retained.”
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.
HOMILY:

There comes a time when the child must begin to function as an adult, when the student must begin to think independently, and when the laborer must assume his share of the duties. 
That time had come for the Apostles as Jesus appeared to them in Jerusalem after His Resurrection, but before He finally ascended into Heaven to take His place there at the right hand of the Father. 
Before He left them, our Lord gave the frightened group their final instructions, as it were. 

“Peace be unto you,”
 Jesus commanded, not once but twice.  Relax.  Be self-assured, for I have taught you well.  You know what to do, and how to do it.  And as He had promised, Jesus now delivered unto the disciples the power of the Holy Spirit to guide and assist them.  “Receive ye the Holy Ghost.”

They were not alone, but it was time to get to work.  They would have the power, the assurance, the backup of the Holy Spirit, but it was time to go forth into the world.

While Jesus at first was sent to establish His Church, now His followers would take over that work and spread His Gospel to all corners of the earth.

“As my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.”

They were sent to teach, to guide, to inspire and to build.  They would even sacrifice themselves for the Church they were building, following the very example of Jesus. 

The power and the authority to do those things came directly from Jesus. 
That same power and authority has been passed down from that time forth in the Apostolic Succession through the laying on of hands in the ordination of Bishops, and of Priests and Deacons.
It is – or at least should be – a humbling and frightening thought.  To those people chosen to lead the Church – Bishops, Priests and Deacons – is given both great authority and even greater responsibility.

They are charged with the leadership of the Church and of its people, and for the spiritual care of all people.  The care of their very souls in placed in the hands of men who take a charge from God to care for His children.

Jesus said it plainly to Peter:  “Feed my sheep.”
 
Not just in the physical, corporeal sense, but spiritually. Feed not just the body, but also the soul. 

Further, given to Bishops and Priests, is what to your Priest is the most awesome and frightening of all the charges given to the Apostles, and through them down to us:  “whosesoever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whosesoever sins ye retain, they are retained.”

We are guided at all times and in all places by the Holy Spirit, but we must be carefully attuned to the workings and the voice of the Spirit in order to make sure we take always the right path.

This is true not only of the ministry, but of the entire Church.  We are all called, after all, to take care of our brothers and sisters.  We are all called on to feed those who do not have enough to eat, to clothe those without clothes to wear and to shelter those who do not have shelter.

And we are not just called, but we are led to do these things.  We are led by the Holy Spirit.

As Jesus promised to His disciples at the last supper, when He was resurrected, He would send the Holy Ghost to lead them.
“And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:  Of sin, because they believe not on me; Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.”
 
It is because we have that leadership of the Holy Ghost that we know we can work to achieve God’s will.  We are not alone, but we have Him with us at all times. 
We need not fear that He has left us alone, to wander without guidance.  We have the Church, which strives to do His will.  We have the Scriptures, in which are contained all things needful for our salvation
, and we have the guidance and leadership of the Holy Ghost.

This is Christ’s own promise, and we know it cannot fail.

Let us pray.

Dear Lord, protect us as we labor to do Your will, keeping us always inclined to be mindful of Your Gospel and Commandments, that we may with assurance take on those tasks you have assigned us to do, being assured that we labor in Your ways.  This we ask in the name of the Holy and Blessed Trinity.  Amen.
Sunday, April 03, 2016
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
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� John 20: 21-22 (KJV)
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� John 20: 22 (KJV)





� John 20: 21 (KJV)





� John 21: 16-17 (KJV)





� John 20: 23 (KJV)





� John 16: 8-11 (KJV)





� Article VI of The 39 Articles of Religion. “Of The Sufficiency Of The Holy Scriptures For Salvation.
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