Sermon for the Second Sunday After Advent
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

TEXT:

WHATSOEVER things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.
  In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.

HOMILY:

Hope.
The desire among the People of God for good things through Him. That hope would be secured forever in the events that took place in Jerusalem over 2,000 years ago, but not before His people would be tested.
All of the writings of Scripture in olden days were to preserve that hope among His people, that they would not despair, would not give up, would not turn from Him, but would stand fast, assured that God would in His own time bring salvation to them.
The Scriptures, then, provided calm reassurance and comfort for a people who were suffering great tribulation and who lived in fear. That hope was severely tested when Jesus entered into Jerusalem and was seized, falsely accused, tried and crucified.

Followers of Jesus, who had believed that He would do away with the hated Romans and bring into fruition a new government of the Jews, would be sorely tested and many would fall away. But those who maintained their faith and their hope had, and have, a future in place for them that dwarfs  any possible ideas they or the others might have had before of an Earthly kingdom. 

Theirs is a heavenly kingdom – which awaits those who kept their faith and hope. That is what our second look at Jesus as he entered the Holy City of Jerusalem that last time must offer us. Despite what awaited, He entered with purpose, with determination and with courage.

He knew what He faced, and how, and faced it anyway.

As the Psalmist put it:  “I wait for the LORD, my soul doth wait, and in his word do I hope.”
  The people must have patience as they wait for the coming of God, and must maintain hope – which is based in faith – that He will be merciful towards them.

We are now in the second week of Advent – and as we consider our lives and what changes we should make to ready ourselves for the coming of the Messiah – we too must maintain patient, quiet hope in the coming of God to us.

We are begun that journey of preparation, of prayer, of reflection on ourselves and our lives, and what changes we need to make. 

Making such changes is hard. We are not comfortable with change, and we make change only when we cannot any longer hold onto what has become well-known and comfortable to us. 

But these changes are needful. We must prepare ourselves for the coming of our Lord. And, in making those changes, we must hold fast to the assurance that we are better off for those changes, and that in making them, we hold fast to the hope that God is with us in all things and will sustain us. 

We must hold onto our hope. As we, through the church year, read the Scriptures, remember this:  

“Whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.”

Maintain hope always.  Whatever trials, whatever tribulations, whatever joys or triumphs, whatever ills or other things we may experience, God is in the midst of them. Jesus, after all, endured walking into a sure death, watched His own followers run away, was falsely accused by sinful men and eventually was sentenced to death and crucified.

At all times, maintain hope – for hope is the evidence of Faith.  It is through our Faith in God that we can have hope.  Without God there can be nothing to have Faith in, and without Faith there is no reason to have hope.  

“Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost.”

As Paul prayed these words for the people of the Church at Rome, so too do I pray them for you – that as we proceed towards the celebration of the Birth of Christ, coming so soon, that you maintain hope, joy and peace in Him who reigns eternal.
Let us pray.

Renew in us, Lord, a heart of joy as we consider Your loving kindness to us and to all Your people.  As we prepare for Your coming to earth to live as one of us, to restore us to You in Heaven, let us rest always assured of Your Love for us and all Your creation.  Through Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen.
Sunday, December 4, 2016
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
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