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By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

TEXT:

The King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.
HOMILY:


We wonder from time to time why we try so hard to do good to others. We think, “Why do I do all this? Why do I keep trying so hard? The effort we put into being righteous to others is often quite exhausting and difficult.


The world is hard, and is often seems quite difficult to conduct ourselves always as Jesus would have us to do. We get angry, we get frustrated, and we are sometimes tempted to forego our Christian reserve and to act on our baser emotions. We want on occasion to lash out – to seek vengeance and to give vent to our anger and rage.
But there is a reward for remaining strong. Our Gospel reading this morning assures us that when the Judgment comes, if we have followed His commandments and have shown love to our neighbors as ourselves, then we will indeed sit on the right hand of Jesus the King, and he will praise us before the Father.
“Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.” 


As He has said, if we do for our brothers and sisters in need, then we do as well for Him, who has commanded us. When we fed the hungry – whether food from our table, or food for their souls, we fed our Lord in His time of need.

When we give drink, the same.


When we offer hospitality and kindness to strangers, then we are offering that same kindness and hospitality to God.


In every example that we give to and are mindful of our brothers and sisters in need, then we do the very same for God. And – as He knows all things, we will inherit the “kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:” 


That kingdom is in Heaven, where we are to join the King – Jesus, and the Father – for all eternity.


But lest we be complacent and forget that we must in the meantime follow His commandments, consider what else our Lord said.


“And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left.”
 There will be a division of those who have followed His will and those who have not.


There is no lying to God, nor can we deceive Him.


And what will become of those who He separates out from His faithful people?


“Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me.”
 


It is difficult to imagine a more complete dichotomy, and more clear judgment than this.


Do as God has commanded, and you will be rewarded with eternal life. Refuse to do as God has commanded, and what awaits is everlasting punishment.


It is the judgment from which there is no appeal, and no fleeing.


There are many who would try sophistry – to claim that they did not know better, or that they did not really understand what was at stake, or even that their hearts were “in the right place” and so they should not be held responsible for their actions.


But these arguments are foolish and baseless. 


God has told us – and His message is clear.


Further, it is not hard to do what He demands.

“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
 


And so let us each consider what we must do, and turn ourselves to following His commandments, so that in the last day, we too may be found acceptable in the sight of God.


Let us pray.


Dear Lord, guide us, make us and mold us so that we may follow in Your paths, and so that others may see in us Your light and Your Word. To the greater Glory of Your Kingdom we pray. Amen.
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