Sermon for 10-27-2016
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
TEXT:

NOW therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household of God;
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,  Amen.

HOMILY:


Christians are truly misfits. 


In the Gospel reading, Jesus warns us that we are likely to be hated and distrusted, because we are “not of the world.” Indeed, we are not of this world, though we live here.


We are children – natives – of heaven. 


We often hear people claims to hail from one geographical location or another – and indeed, that very identification is often used to label and degrade others.


One person says, “I am from Ireland,” and another thinks or him, “yes, and you are a drunken potato farmer.”


Another says, “I am from New York,” and especially here in the deep south, those who hear him think, “A yankee, huh?”


But the one who claims to be from Ireland doesn’t realize remember that his family left the Emerald Isle to come to a new place where they might have better chances, including the chance to freely worship, and the one from New York forgets his own roots from another place.


In fact, our “roots” in this world are shallow indeed – and generally rely on tenuous claims and poor recollections.


If we are Christians, then we would better claim, “I am a child of heaven, here for a visit.” As St. Paul tells us plainly, “NOW therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household of God;”


So our real “roots”, our real lineage, our REAL homeland, is heavenly, not Earthly. Our real ancestors are the apostles and prophets, and the angels themselves, who call themselves denizens of heaven, not of Earth.


Now, when we hear people who claim to be from one Earthly place or another, to the exclusion of other places, we should perhaps pray that they are merely being forgetful of their real roots. We should perhaps remind them that their real home has nothing to do with political or geographical boundaries of this world, but rather has to do with Who has called us His own.


So if we are not of the world, then how should we be known?


“THESE things I command you, that ye love one another.”

    


This defining mark, this characteristic, will set us apart from and aside from all others. 


Remember, however, that those from whom we are set apart will often reject us and resent us because we are set apart.


“If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.”





Newcomers, sojourners, travelers, “passers-through” we may be truly called. But let us always insist on being called what we are – Christians – children of God and citizens of heaven, not of this world.

And if we are citizens of heaven, then we are bound by and to the laws of heaven. Yes, we may give deference to the laws of man which are honorable – though we may on occasions find those laws of man which we must disregard and not follow.

Jesus once famously told those who questioned Him that they should, “Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's,” 
 by which He meant that we do give lawful obedience to the laws of demands of man so far as they do not interfere with or contravene the laws of God.

Now, if we are held then, on occasion to obey the laws of man, we might wonder, if those who are not Christian, whose allegiance is not to God and Heaven, will be held to the standards of the laws of God?

Jesus Himself gave us the answer.
“If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloke for their sin. He that hateth me hateth my Father also. If I had not done among them the works which none other man did, they had not had sin: but now have they both seen and hated both me and my Father.”

There is no excuse. There is no claim that “I didn’t know.” If they had not been given the Word, and had it opened to them, then they might be able to claim that they did not know better. But He has come, He has spoken, and the Gospel has been spread.

That is part of our own calling – the spreading of that Gospel.

We are commanded to make sure that there I no one who can truly and honestly claim that they have never heard or understood the Word of God and His promises.

That way, at the final judgment, it will be said to those who hated God and His people, “You KNEW, and yet you chose to follow the paths of evil.” 

And at that time, we will return to our true native land – Heaven – the Home of our Father.

Let us pray.

Dear Lord, let us always give and receive the love of Christ in each of our brothers and sisters in You. We are not of this world, but are here for a time only. Let us always remember where we are from – and where we hope to return. Of Your endless mercy we pray. Amen.
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