Sermon for Thursday, September 22, 2016

By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

TEXT:

For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
HOMILY:


We often struggle to understand how it can be that some people – who we KNOW have heard the teachings of the church – can remain so blind to those teachings and can remain closed-minded to salvation.


It literally causes us pain to consider that they are literally throwing away a chance at eternal life and salvation so willfully. We wonder why they are so misled and blind, and what we could possibly do to bring them to faith.


But the reality is that there are those – and many of them – who will never turn their hearts to God. As painful as it is, this is reality.


Nor is it a new phenomenon. Even in Jesus’ day, when he literally walked the Earth and performed His miracles, there were many who turned away from Him, refused His teachings and His healing.


Indeed, our Lord literally refers to this reality in His comments to the Apostles.


Referring to those who who refused to hear Him, Jesus said of them, “For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted.”
 


The problem, as He noted, is not that they were incapable of hearing of seeing, but that their hearts were closed to Him. Their hearts, Jesus said, were “waxed gross” that is, they were dulled, fattened and unable to respond to even the most stirring and stimulating of messages.


Similarly, as they were incapable of being moved in their hearts to respond to His message, they were also unable to hear His message and unable to see even His most profound miracles. 


To make this even more preposterous and self-incriminating, this refusal to be moved by the Word was not the result of ignorance, but was the result of intentional stubbornness and their own resolution and insistence on being ignorant.


There is, as they say, none so blind as they who will not see, and none so deaf as he who will not hear.


Jesus lamented this state of affairs. 


The real tragedy was, Jesus noted, they the people continued in their willful ignorance in the face of all that was right in front of them. They continued in their obstinacy, “lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.”


Herein was and is the real tragedy.


All they needed to do was to hear and believe, and our Lord could, would, and even wished to, heal them.


They same is true of us.


All we need do is to hear and to believe, and he can and will heal us. The message is before us, as it was before those in Jesus’ day. The evidence is there. 

Our Lord wishes to heal us, just as He wished to heal the people in His day on Earth.


Sadly, just as in His days on Earth, there are those who will not listen, who will not see.


Their hearts, too, are waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted.

There is, however, hope for them.


Any day, at any moment, they may finally see through the fog of their obstinacy. At any time they may have that experience, that epiphany, which will allow them to suddenly, in a flash of realization, come to know the Love, the Grace and the Saving Power of our Lord.


Let us pray for the light of God to shine in their hearts and in their lives, that they may share with us in the freeing and liberating sure knowledge of God and of His mercy. 


Let us pray that it not be too late that all people come to know the awesome and fearful power of God.


For surely all people shall come to know and experience that power, whether it be in time, or too late for their salvation.


Every one of us will eventually stand to be judged. 


 Let us pray.

Dear Lord, let all men come in time to know Your Love, Your Grace and Your Mercy in time to accept You and find salvation. You have promised us that You wish the death of no man, but that all should turn from their sins and be saved. Let us be part of bringing each person to Your salvation. To the greater glory of Your kingdom we pray. Amen.
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