Sermon for 09/15/2016
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
TEXT:

“Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword.”
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.
HOMILY:


You may wonder, ‘How could this be? How could Jesus – the Prince of Peace and Sanctifier of the World say he came not to bring peace, but a sword?’


The answer is straightforward.


Righteousness can have no accommodation with sin. Good can never permit evil.


The two things are like oil and water – they do not, and cannot, mix.


And so just as He has told us, we must make a choice.


“And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”


Now, when we make our choice, there is no turning back, and the choice to serve God is not the easy one. Serving God has always been difficult, and it is not the ‘popular’ choice.


Those who decide to follow God and His commandments are usually viewed as “weird and backwards” at the very least, and sometimes worse. They are belittled and mocked, and they are held in low regard in the estimation of the world.


Witness the political candidate who recently told a gathering of her supposed supporters that, "deep-seated cultural codes, religious beliefs and structural biases have to be changed,"
 

The very statement is breathtaking in its presumptiveness and offensiveness. It betrays the notion that if one holds religious beliefs that hold for morality and ethics, that the one who holds such beliefs must change so that those who have no such morality, ethics or standards can do whatever they like without comment or objection.


This is why our Lord says He comes to bring not peace, but a sword.


His coming portends the coming of the Judgment on Earth – that time when all creation shall be judged for its conduct in relationship to the laws of God.


He does not, ever, suggest that sin is OK, or that it is permissible. He does not imply or state that to do evil is acceptable – ever. Indeed, precisely the opposite is true.


As Jesus Himself says, “Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.”
     


That is, Jesus makes it plain that He comes to complete the law – to address and fulfil exactly what the law demands. He did not come to eliminate the law, or its demands.


Now it is true that Christians, by virtue of their Baptism into Christ are no longer bound by the law, but that is because the demands of the law are fulfilled for them. 


The law demanded that a price be paid for sin, and Jesus did not eliminate that price – He paid it FOR US. 


But consider that when he was asked by the lawyer what the greatest commandment in the law was that must be obeyed, Jesus did not tell him that he need not obey the commandments, but said that he must first and foremost love God, and love his neighbor, and further, that all the rest of the commandments were based on this simple principle.

If you DO love God and love your neighbor, then you will automatically comply with the other rules.


“Master, which is the great commandment in the law? Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”
 


Also, “Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.” 


So we know that Jesus presented to us the time of choosing. He declared the time to choose – either to serve God or to serve evil.


As the two choices are mutually exclusive, He brought a sword that divides families, towns, communities, countries and cultures.


He brought not peace, but the time of the final struggle between good and evil for His people.


The peace is found in that we know that He already won that battle. In His passing through death and the grave, and emerging on the other side to resurrection and ascension, He has defeated death and sin.


The choice is not an easy one for us, but it is necessary and critical. The time to choose is now.


Let us pray.


Dear Lord, help us to decide to follow You in all things and in all places. As the great sword of judgment falls, let us always be found on Your side, and never be separated from You. Of Your eternal mercy we pray. Amen.
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