Sermon for 09/01/2016
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
TEXT:


Curse the whisperer and doubletongued: for such have destroyed many that were at peace. A backbiting tongue hath disquieted many, and driven them from nation to nation: strong cities hath it pulled down, and overthrown the houses of great men.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.

HOMILY:


In this evening’s Epistle reading, we find one of those nuggets of wisdom that we so often need to hear and to receive and to keep in mind. There is so much injury done to people by gossip, and slander, and rumor-mongering that it cries out to God for justice.


Most of us have at one point or another been on the receiving end of such things. I know that I have, and I suspect that you have as well. Someone, perhaps only in order to get some attention that they were starved for, or perhaps to revenge some perceived wrong, or perhaps only to injure out of a sense of malice, tells a story. It might be completely false, or it might even be partially true, but it is told and spread only to harm.


“You know, I heard he drinks a bit too much sometimes …”


“I saw her in the store talking to a guy who wasn’t her husband!”


“There is no way he makes that much money. He has to be doing something dishonest.”


The list goes on and on. 


They guy who “drinks too much?” He has cancer, and yes, he drinks a bit – to control the pain. I had a good friend who was in exactly this position.


The woman in the store? She was talking to an old friend who she hasn’t seen in years, and making plans for she and her husband to meet the old friend and his wife for dinner. 


The guy who doesn’t make that much? He works a second job just to buy nice things for his family. I know a number of people who do exactly that. 


We never know the truth until we are actually in that position, and when we jump to conclusions and, worse, spread our unfounded conclusions around, we injure and cause more harm than we can even imagine.


And, in fact, we are violating God’s commandment that we love our neighbors as ourselves. We cannot possibly say that we would want others to treat us in this manner. Indeed, the typical response if we hear that someone has told these kinds of things about us is either to be destroyed emotionally, or to get fighting mad.


In Proverbs we are warned against such behavior.

“A froward man soweth strife: and a whisperer separateth chief friends,”
 and “A false witness shall not be unpunished, and he that speaketh lies shall perish.”


In Ecclesiasticus we read that such a person “have destroyed many that were at peace. A backbiting tongue hath disquieted many, and driven them from nation to nation: strong cities hath it pulled down, and overthrown the houses of great men.”


And what are we then to do?


The Gospel reading for this evening gives us the answer.


“Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.”



It is not always easy. It is said that the strong muscle in our bodies is our tongue, and so perhaps it makes sense that it is one of the hardest things for us to completely control. 

But as our Lord commands, “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” 


We must bind our tongues, control our hearts, and to offer each other the mercy that we so desire for ourselves. 

Let us pray.


Dear Lord, give us the strength, the wisdom and the mercy to so control our hearts and tongues, that we hold each other in the respect You demand of us. We are so prone to the weakness of evil in our hearts and words, Lord. Have mercy on us sinners. Amen.
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