Sermon for 08/11/2016

By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

TEXT:

And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's cast, and kneeled down, and prayed, Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
HOMILY:


How sorrowful this prayer of our Lord.

He knew full well what was to be His fate, and yet he was “obedient unto death, even unto the death of the cross.”
 


Those who sometimes question whether the persons of the Trinity are indeed separate need consider only this one verse to know the answer.


“Nevertheless, not my will, but thine, be done.”
 If it were the case that Jesus was but a human-looking and human-sounding creation, then He would have said here, “our will be done,” or would have made no comment at all that He might have a different and even opposed wish.


Our Lord was willing, however, to undergo anything in order to protect and save His beloved creation.


Parents in some ways understand this love – and are willing to suffer themselves to protect their young. 


But the reality is that Jesus was both fully human and fully God, and is the second person of the Trinity. As fully human, He knew precisely what horror awaited Him in Jerusalem at the hands of Pilate and the mob.


He understood and experienced the fear, the horror and the agony that He would suffer. The Romans were, after all, masters at torture. They had carefully analyzed and determined how they could exert the maximum pain and torment on their enemies. Not only were their methods intended to inflict the maximum of pain on their victims, but they were also intended to inflict terror on the population in order to keep them in line.

Now, as God, even the vaunted Roman legions would have been no match for the powers of God, had he wished to fight them. Indeed, it would not even have been a fight, for the power of God is immeasurable as compared to the merely human powers of the forces of Rome – or even our own forces today.

As Christ pointed out to Peter and the other disciples, “When I sent you without purse, and scrip, and shoes, lacked ye any thing?”
 Peter and the others were forced to agree that they had all that they needed.

God will not send you to do something without providing for your needs. He will not give you more than you need, but He will give you what is needful for you to accomplish your appointed task.


Jesus also gave us our greatest step for preparation.


“Pray that ye enter not into temptation.”




It is so easy to mistake our own will for His, to substitute those things that we want for those that God wants. It is easy to be overtaken and controlled by the ways of the world.


It is easy to be lulled and fooled by Satan into misdeeds and into evil. This is the danger.


And so, Jesus counsels, “Pray that ye enter not into temptation.”

 

Let us pray.

Lord, protect us from the evil, guiding us always in Your ways. Remind us too, of our utter dependence on Your will and Your ways, that we, like Jesus, may always pray, Lord, not our will be done, but thine. Of they eternal Glory we pray. Amen.
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