Sermon for August 4, 2016
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
TEXT:


For he is not a God of the dead, but of the living: for all live unto him.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.
HOMILY:


Our first inclination is to dispute this statement, even by Jesus, on the grounds that clearly our God is Lord of all that is, was, or ever shall be, both living and dead. And in that objection, we are correct.


To understand this statement by our Lord, then, requires understanding of the circumstances in which it was made.


Jesus was disputing with the Sadducees, who denied the resurrection. Therefore, they held that once a man died, he is dead and gone, and never to obtain eternal life. This is the untruth which Jesus was countering by His explanation. 


Therefore, when Jesus was asked by the Sadducees which man the woman would be married to in the afterlife, they were simply attempting to trap our Lord into some comment by which they could make Him seem foolish. What they failed utterly to understand, however, was that life in Heaven with God is not like life on Earth which is subject to human limitations.


 “Then came to him certain of the Sadducees, which deny that there is any resurrection; and they asked him,”
 


They therefore rejected even the miracles that some of them had even witnessed, that is the rising to life of the formerly dead Lazarus.


But as Jesus explained to them, in Eternal life we die no more, and all are alive, and not dead. Therefore, God is God not of the dead, but of the living. 


As Jesus said, “But they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage: Neither can they die any more: for they are equal unto the angels; and are the children of God, being the children of the resurrection.”

  
That is, in Heaven, where we are as angels of God, we need not marriage. We can then only live, and never die.

God’s proofs that we shall live forever are many. Consider His own statement even in Genesis, that man had become “as one of us … and live forever.”


Consider also the words of Jesus, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live.” 


“I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.”


And, “Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:” 


So we have His assurance, we have His promise. If we do as He commands, we shall have life everlasting. If we do not, we will have eternal torment.


Let us pray.


Lord, we believe Your word that we must follow Your commandments and Your word in order to be found worthy to receive life everlasting. Help us to be Your faithful servants in all things, that we may in Your time rejoin You in Heaven. This we ask of Your mercy. Amen.
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