Sermon for Thursday, June 16

By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

TEXT:

And the Lord said, Whereunto then shall I liken the men of this generation? and to what are they like? They are like unto children sitting in the marketplace, and calling one to another, and saying, We have piped unto you, and ye have not danced; we have mourned to you, and ye have not wept.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.
HOMILY:


Who are you trying to please, and why? How far are you willing to go to please others?

Do you seek to please a husband, or wife, or boyfriend or girlfriend? Maybe your circle of friends and neighbors? Do you find yourself saying certain things, or believing certain things, or acting in particular ways just to please those friends?


And how is that working out?


Do those friends, associates or family members think more highly of you because you do, say or think what you do? Or – do you find that no matter what you do, you can’t ever seem to please them – or yourself.


How far are you willing to go to please these people? Do you take part in things that you don’t approve or believe in? Do you give up things in your own life that are far more important to you?


Maybe the problem is that you are trying to please the wrong one. Maybe, instead of trying to please people, you should be trying to please God.

Many times, we find that the people we are trying to please are the kind of people who, no matter what you do, find you to be in error? You know the kind. If you take an action, then you are reckless. If, on the other hand, you wait to act, then you are paralyzed.


If you buy something, you are a spendthrift. If you don’t buy, you are cheap. 


Nothing you do can ever satisfy that kind, and you are wasting time trying to please them.


This is how our Lord characterized the leadership of the Jews, “We have piped unto you, and ye have not danced; we have mourned to you, and ye have not wept.”
 

Of course, the reality is that people who oppose you like this will oppose you no matter what you do. Opposition is what they do. Their opposition may or may not even have anything to do with you or what it is you are doing. 


These were, after all, those who rejected the counsel and wisdom of God – despite claiming to be the scholars of the faith. In this, Jesus said, they were like children.


Not because they were innocent, or charming, or humble, but because they understood nothing, but still wanted to throw temper tantrums. Nothing pleases these foolish and ignorant children.

John Baptist, Christ noted, came fasting, abstaining from food and drink, but the Pharisees complained about what he did.


Jesus then came, not abstaining, but living life as a man, and still the Pharisees were displeased and abusive. He ate and drank as His fellows did, and as a result was accused of being gluttonous and a wine-bibber.


Indeed, they even accused the very Son of God of having a devil – or a bad spirit.


But the real message that Jesus was trying to teach them was that they were trying to please the wrong one.


There is only one who you need to try to please. There is only one who you need to change yourself for – and that is your creator, life-giver and savior.

As He has promised, what He asks you to do is easy. Love God. Love and respect one another. As He said, “For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

 


Who else, after all, is important enough to change for? Who else is worthy of that? 


Who else can in return provide eternal life and salvation?


Let us pray.


Dear Lord, help us to make those changes in our lives that make us acceptable in Your sight. Give us wisdom to know those things that we must do, and the devotion to do them. In Jesus Christ’s Holy Name we pray. Amen.
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