Sermon for Thursday, April 21, 2016
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
TEXT:


As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.
HOMILY:


It sounds so easy, doesn’t it? 
Love one another, as I have loved you. But is it?


It’s easy to love everyone - until you are dealing with the one who has hurt us. As you look into that face – the face of the one who you would just love to slap and ask yourself – is it easy to love this one?


Now, Christ was referring specifically to His own disciples here – and to the love that must engender between the members of the church.  But do not be deceived – we cannot love only those whom we hold close and despise others.


Jesus’ own life is the example to which we must look for guidance and inspiration.


Jesus the Son is beloved of the Father through all times, despite taking on all our sins. “As the Father hath loved me,”
 Jesus instructs. We should look to the love of the Father for the Son as our example and guide. That love does not abandon the object of love, even in the worst of times, but even in those times remains steadfast and strong.

If we are strong in the love of God, then all the hatred of the world means nothing and cannot affect us. Remember that Jesus took upon Himself all our sins and evil in order to expiate us from those sins. Now there remains nothing to separate us from the love of God.


So too, we look to the example of Jesus, who loved His disciples so much that he was willing to lay down His life for them. As He states to them, “Greater love hath no man than this, to lay down his life for his friend.”
 


Consider it. The very Son of God incarnate, spotless and without sin, was willing to take on all of our ugliness and sin and to bear the brunt of punishment for that sin that we might be forgiven and be reconciled to God. 

He has Himself been the example to which we should aspire, both in our service to God, and in our love for Him and for one another.

We are not worthy, not even as we pray to pick up the crumbs under His table, and yet He calls us as friends to sup with Him at His table – and to become one with Him. 

And how will we show Him that we love Him?


He knows our very hearts, but yet He gives us the measure. 


“If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love.”


Keep His commandments. 


Worship God – and only God. Do not use His name in vain. Worship Him regularly and faithfully. Honor your parents. Don’t murder, steal, or be unfaithful to your vows. Don’t defame others, and don’t secretly envy others for what they have.


So simple and straightforward, and yet, we as a people seem to have such a hard time with these laws.


But if we do – if we will keep His commandments, and return to Him and ask forgiveness when we fail, then we will remain in His love.


And why? Our Lord says it plainly. 


“These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.”
 


Then our Lord adds but one more commandment. “This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.”
 

 
From the beginning of creation, our relationship with God has been marked by Him love for us. He created all that is for us, and then placed us in His creation. Each time we failed to live up to His will for us, He forgave us and drew us back to Him again and again.


Finally, He gave His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, to live and die as one of us and then to die for us to earn forgiveness for us.


And He asks us for this in return. Follow My commandments. Love one another.


It often is not easy. It is sometimes hard, and requires us to concentrate not on what evil we are capable of, but rather on what Grace and Good He is capable of.

But the reward is worth it. 


Let us pray.


Dear Lord, as You have instructed us to love one another as the Father has loved You and You have loved us, so help us to see You in each other. As You were able to see in us Your brothers and friends, so let us see in one another the image of You. Of Your grace we pray. Amen.
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