Sermon for The Feast of the Purification

of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Also called the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

TEXT:
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word:  for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.

HOMILY:

The Feast of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary–which we celebrated yesterday–is so called because it celebrates the time at which Mary, having given birth forty days prior, takes the child to the Temple at Jerusalem, because she is now ritually clean and able to be at the Temple. 

The Feast is also called the Presentation of Jesus at the Temple, because that was the reason Mary and Joseph travelled to Jerusalem to the Temple–to present their first-born son at the Temple, because “as it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that openeth the womb shall be called holy to the Lord….”

They planned there to offer the required sacrifice in the Jewish law, a pair of turtle-doves, or two young pigeons.  They did not go to the Temple to create a stir, but to do those things which were expected of them.
What was to come was anything but usual.

In Jerusalem, there lived a man named Simeon.  He was known as being “just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel….”
  By this it is meant that he was a man of great note in Jerusalem, pious and in communion with God.  He was said to be endued with a prophetical spirit, according to Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible.
He was “waiting for the consolation of Israel”–or the coming of the Messiah to save Israel.  And he had been assured by the Holy Ghost that he would not die before he saw the promised one–the Christ of God.

So, when Joseph and Mary brought the baby Jesus to the Temple to be presented, Simeon, being moved by the Holy Spirit, was present.  It is, as Matthew Henry notes, as if the Holy Spirit had come and whispered in his ear, “Go to the Temple now, if you wish to see what you have longed for.” 

On sight of the child, Simeon did not delay, nor question, nor seek further guidance.  His faith told him all he needed to know.

He took the child up in his arms and blessed God, and said, “Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word:  for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.”

Having seen this Child–this one blessed Child–he knew beyond question that he had seen the Messiah–the Christ.  While he plainly said he was ready to die now that the Lord’s word to him had been kept, we do not know much longer he lived.  We have just his testimony about the Christ:  “a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.”

Lord, I have seen the Christ–I am ready to die–my life is fulfilled.  
Not all of us get to see our fulfillment, but some of the greatest men of faith have.

Moses was promised he would see Canaan, but never enter into it–and so it happened.

Simeon was promised he would not die before seeing Christ–and so it happened.  He could only be so willing to die if he had the profound, sure, definite faith of his salvation in Jesus Christ.  But he was sure of more–not only his own salvation, and that of Israel, but also to be “a light to lighten the Gentiles” who would follow Jesus.

Let us pray.

Dear Lord, grant to us, we pray, that sure faith that stills our fears, emboldens our hearts and calms all our misgivings.  Let us, as Simeon, possess sure knowledge of Your ultimate power and grace, and that we may always enjoy the shelter of Your love and protection.  Through the power of Jesus Christ our Lord we pray.  Amen.
Wednesday, February 3, 2016
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
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