Sermon for Thursday, January 21, 2016
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

TEXT:

But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.
HOMILY:


In the wide world of groups who call themselves Christians, we have witnessed in recent years many things. We have seen denominations which have decided to support and even praise conduct which is specifically forbidden in scripture, and we have witnessed attempts to treat such behaviors as not only permissible and normal, but actually praiseworthy.


This, while an abomination, is also to be expected.


As Saint Paul said in his second letter to Timothy, “This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good.
 

By this, Paul means that as we near the end times, we will be in grave danger, because people will abandon the pursuit of God and His ways in favor of the pursuit of their own pleasures and of evil. Men (and women) will love only themselves – and lose sight of the command that we should love others as we love ourselves, and love God before all else.


As a result of this perverted and evil pursuit of self-love, men will engage in the sin of coveting the property and persons of others. They will be proud and haughty, disinclined to accept and receive correction. 


Because they no longer respect themselves or others, they will also disrespect God, engaging in blasphemy and being disobedient to all authority – even their own parents. 


Look around yourselves and ask yourself: how many people do you see who disobey all authority – even when there is no reason to do so? Sadly, these people cannot feel gratitude to others or to God for the benefits they have received.


They are, therefore, unholy – in that they have no interest in obeying the Commandments of God. 


Saint Paul goes on to suggest that they are also often without the ability to love others or themselves, and are liars, often falsely accusing others, because they have no respect for truth. Indeed, they often despise those who are good.


As our Lord Himself warned, at the end of times there will be many who falsely claim to be followers and spokesmen for God.

Too, Jesus said, there will be wars and disruptions between people and nations. Nature itself will be turned on its head, Jesus said, with earthquakes, famines and fearful sights.


The true followers of God will be persecuted in those times, Jesus said. Families may be torn asunder, as well as friends and others. But even in those times, He assures us that we need not fear, nor worry, for He will be with us always. 


As Jesus says, these things will result in “Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.”


But their fear will not last long, for “then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.”
 

But remember, “But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.”


So we are to remain always faithful, always secure in the worship and true following of the Commandments and scriptures of God. That is how we can remain safe in Him always.


The question is asked – and it is a fair question – how do we know whether we are following the will of God?


The answer is to be found in the scriptures – and especially in the Commandments. 


Worship God and God only. Do not make false images for worship. Do not take the Lord’s Name in vain. Remember to be faithful in worship. Honor your parents. Do not murder. Do not commit adultery. Do not steal. Do not lie about others and do not spend time envying and wanting what others have.


Our Lord Jesus, when asked what Commandment was the most important, condensed them into this: Love God with all your being and love your neighbor as yourself. All the other commandments stem from these two, said Jesus.


If we follow these rules, then we will be found among the “true worshippers” who the Lord seeks.


Let us pray.


Dear Lord, help us to follow Your Commandments in all things, and to be found at the last day true worshippers. Forgive us where we fail, and re-direct us to the paths of righteousness and light, we pray. Of Your endless Mercy.  Amen.
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